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25M.  Romania’s Mungiu wins Cannes again 

                                              

 At the 79th Cannes Film Festival that saw few lms cause a stir, Fjord found wide admiration 
for its engrossing tale of what Romanian director Cristian Mungiu called ―left-wing 

fundamentalism.‖ 

 79                       ,           क            लचल  च  , Fjord क         चक क     क  
 ल      क         ल ,                     क                    ―        क      ‖ क    

 It stars Sebastian Stan and Renate Reinsve as Romanian Evangelicals who move to 

Norway, but soon become the subjects of a child abuse investigation. 

                     औ                                 च  क  क      क                   चल       
  , ल  क           ल         च क                   

 Mr. Mungiu becomes just the 10th filmmaker to win the Palme d’Or twice. 

                           ’ओ          ल  क  ल 10       क      ग      
 His album 4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days won the award in 2007. 

   क       4     , 3      ए   2            2007           क            
 The Grand Prix, or second prize, went to Minotaur, Andrey Zvyagintsev‘s thriller set against 

Russia‘s war with Ukraine. 

       ,                 क  ,         क    ल ,               ग      क    -           क           

            ल           
 The nine-member jury was headed by Korean Park Chanwook. 

                क         क           क                  क   
 Two films won for best director: the Polish lmmaker Pawel Pawlikowski, for his postwar 

drama Fatherland, and the Spanish creative duo Javier Ambrossi and Javier Calvo for The 
Black Ball, a generation-spanning queer epic. 

                          क क      क       :    ल      क                     क    क  
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                     क   ल , औ          च    क             ए                       क    

         क   ल ,            क   ल   क          ग        

Double winners 

   ह          

 Virginie Effira and Tao Okamoto, the two stars of Ryusuke Hamaguchi’s touching nursing 
home drama All of a Sudden, shared the best actress award. 

        ए     औ    ओ ओ      ,            ह       क      क     ग          ऑ  ऑ  अ     क  
        कल क     ,                    क      क         क    

 The jury also split the best actor prize. 

                         क      क            क    
 They chose Emmanuel Macchia and Valentin Campagne, the two stars of Coward, Lukas 

Dhont‘s drama about young Belgian men sent to the front lines of the Second World War. 

             ए         औ                 क  च   ,               क          कल क     ;    ल क   

    क                              क    च          ग                     क              
 The jury prize, or third place, went to German filmmaker Valeska Grisebach’s The Dreamed 

Adventure, a crime drama set in a Bulgarian border town. 

          क  ,                 ,          क                   क              ए      क  
  ल ,       ग             ग             क                

 The Camera d’Or, Cannes‘ award for best first film, went to Marie Clémentine 
Dusabejambo’s post-genocide Rwandan drama Ben’Imana. 

         ’ओ ,    क    क            ल       क      क     ,                           क          

क      क                           ’Imana क    ल   
 The best documentary award went to Rehearsals for a Revolution, a highly personal 

account of political repression in Iran by exiled director Pegah Ahangarani. 

                       क     ह         अ        श  क    ल ,                  क     ह अह       
                     क     क             ग            
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25M. Surviving a city on ₹13,690 

₹13,690    ए  शह            ह    
 Over a month ago, thousands of workers from various private companies in the Special 

Economic Zone (SEZ) of Gautam Buddha Nagar district, Uttar Pradesh, took to the streets 

to demand better working conditions and an increase in their wages. 

  क             क       ल ,          क                     क    श             (SEZ) क  
            क       क           क       क               औ             क     ग क  ल क    क  
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 The State government had not revised the minimum wage since 2014 despite considering it 
twice. 

        क      2014 क                                     क     ,    क                च   
 क   ग       

 Noida falls in the National Capital Region, an area spanning 55,083 sq. km centred around 

Delhi and surrounding areas across three States, constituted to ensure ―balanced and 
harmonized development‖, as per the government website. 

   ए  ,                             ,    55,083  ग   कल           ल         औ     ल          

      क        क       क      ल क      ,    क  ग   ―     ल  औ           क  ‖       च  

क    क   ल   क   ग       
 He moved to Noida 12 years ago from Ballia in Uttar Pradesh and found stability in a well-

known automobile company as a mechanical supervisor with a salary of ₹25,000. 

    12       ल           क             ए          औ  ₹25,000          क               ल 

क          क   कल           क                       
 According to Saurabh, a room in Noida costs ₹5,000 a month, groceries cost approximately 

₹3,000 per head, the two children‘s education ₹4,600, medicines and emergencies account 
for ₹1,500. 

      क        ,           क क    ₹5,000        क    ,  क     क   च  लग ग ₹3,000           

  ,      च  क          ₹4,600  च          औ                             ₹1,500  च           
 Besides double the overtime, the government had also assured the workers of weekly 

holidays, salaries to be paid before the 10th of every month, a bonus, and a complaints box 
where they could submit their grievances anonymously. 

         क    ग      ग    क   ल   ,   क         क  क         क   क  ,          क  10       

     ल      ,      औ    क         क                            ग                   क     
    क   क   

 The Labour Commissioner also assured the workers through a video on social media that it 
is the responsibility of the Labour Department to work for the workers‘ rights. 

                   ल            क        क              क  क         क    क    क  क  
   क    क   ल  क   क             क                
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TOPICS COVERED      

25M Outer core: unafraid of drama 

        :                            

25M Dread and denial at heart of deadly Ebola virus outbreak in DR Congo 

                                                  औ        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25M. Outer core: unafraid of drama 

        :                            

The earth’s outer core 

                  

 The earth‘s outer core is a voluminous liquid layer 
that lies around 2,800 km beneath the surface. 

      क            क     ल          ,        क  लग ग 

2,800  क     च           
 This hot, churning sea is filled with molten iron and 

nickel. 

   ग              ग    ल         ल        ह औ           
            

 As the outer core moves constantly, it acts like a 
large generator, creating the planet‘s magnetic field, which 
shields the earth from harmful solar radiation. 

च   क      क          ग    ल        ,     क     ल      क  
      क    क              क                    क      ,    
      क      क  क                          क        

 Researchers from the University of Edinburgh 
and the British Geological Survey have reported that 

around 2010, the liquid iron in the outer core below the equatorial Pacific Ocean changed 
direction from a slow westward crawl to a more rapid eastward surge. 

University of Edinburgh     British Geological Survey क     क                   क लग ग 
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2010 क                              ग  क    च            क         ल   क            
   च   ग        लक                               ग   

 They found this after mapping 27 years of iron movement in the outer core using data from 
ground stations and four European satellites. 

             क     -           च                           क   क      ग क क       क      27 

     क ल   क  ग   क      च   क    क        क ल   
 They identified two important patterns in the flow. 

                                     क    च   क   
 The main pattern accounted for 95% of the movement: it consisted of a steady flow 

westwards — which also explains why the earth‘s magnetic field has historically drifted west. 

           क ल ग   क  95% क   ल            :         च       क                    ल     
—               क        क       क                     क          च  क            क       
    

 The second pattern revealed the dramatic shift in 2010. 

                2010           क           क   क   क    
 The researchers also found that this shift began to weaken around 2020. 

   क                     क            लग ग 2020 क        क          लग   
 The researchers were able to link the 2010 reversal to seismic and geodetic shifts in the 

earth‘s solid inner core. 

   क    2010                   क        क                            क           - क   क 

                       ल      
 According to their model, the flow is also roughly 10% lopsided between the northern and the 

southern hemispheres. 

  क     ल क        ,                        ग ल      क    च लग ग 10%  क       ल         
 These details could explain sudden ‗jerks‘ in magnetic field readings and suggest that deep-

earth liquids can change direction much faster than the traditional theory predicts. 

         च   क       क           च  क              ल  ‗  क ‘ क         क   क               क   

         क       क  ग                         क          क        क       क                 ल 

 क       
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25M. Dread and denial at heart of deadly Ebola virus outbreak in DR Congo 

                                                  औ        

 But no vaccine or treatment exists for the Bundibugyo strain of Ebola responsible for the 

vast central African country‘s 17th outbreak of the disease, believed to have already killed 
204 people. 

 ल  क     ल  क                  क   ल  क     क       च                ,           ल        क  
              क  17    क   क   ल              औ     क  क        क 204 ल ग  क             क  
           

 Already suspicious of the Congolese state following decades of neglect and conflict, many in 
the outbreak‘s epicentre in the northeastern Ituri province are split between criticism of the 

government‘s response and denial of the disease‘s very existence. 

   क  क        औ        क  क      ल                              क      ल     -                क  
 क   क   क  क  ल ग   क   क          क   ल च   औ         क                 क   क    च 

            
 Gold-diggers and hawkers criss-cross mineral-rich and conflict-torn Ituri on the regular. 

              ल  औ        ल                          औ                           -          
    

 Mud-covered motorbikes of travelling Congolese are a regular sight in Mongbwalu, some 
100 kilometres (60 miles) from Uganda and just 200 kilometres away from unstable South 
Sudan. 

      क      क  ग ल  ल ग  क  क च      क          कल                       ,               लग ग 

100  कल      (60   ल) औ                      क  ल 200  कल              
 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 25 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

25M Govt. must stop treating media as an adversary: EGI 

                                   ह                   हए:       

25M U.P. BJP names 5 candidates for Legislative Council polls 

        श                                 ए 5                          ए 

25M Supreme Court’s revival of Section 124A triggers concerns over a colonial law the 
country did not want 

                       124A                        औ      श                     ए              श 

 ह     ह      
25M UCC will never be applied to tribal communities, says Shah at Red Fort conference 

                                        ह   ह   ,                       श ह     ह  
25M Coerced consent 

              ह    

25M Now, only two young States haven’t had a coalition government. 

अ                                      ह    ह  ह   
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25M. Govt. must stop treating media as an adversary: EGI 

                                   ह                   हए:       

 The Editors Guild of India (EGI) on Sunday described as ―embarrassing‖ 
the sharp exchanges between foreign journalists and Indian officials during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Norway and the Netherlands this week. 

 ए           ऑ         (EGI)           क                              क       औ  
             क                 क    औ            क      क    च              क  
―     क‖        

 It urged the government to stop treating the media as an ―adversary‖, and 
said it was a ―regrettable fact‖ that the Prime Minister had not held a single open 
press conference since his government assumed office in 2014. 

        क             क  ―         ‖ क                क    क       क   औ  क    क 

    क ―               ‖     क               क    क   क  2014            ल   क         
 क      ल                 क      

 ―The face-off with the European media was triggered by the PM‘s refusal to 
take questions from local journalists after a press briefing,‖ the EGI said in a 

statement. 

 ―               क       क                            ग क               क    क      

ल         क   क    क  क           ,‖           क         क    
 It started when Norwegian journalist Helle Lyng raised questions about 

press freedom and human rights of minority religious communities in India. 

                             क   ह                           क      क         क  
            औ              क  ल क     ल       

 In response, the Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Sibi 
George, said, ―People have no understanding of the scale of India. They read one 

or two reports published by some god-forsaken, ignorant NGOs and then come and 
ask questions.‖ 

   क              श                (     )              
क  , ―ल ग  क       क      ल     क  क                   
 क         औ                क   क-                  
औ            क     ल          ‖ 

25M. U.P. BJP names 5 candidates for Legislative Council 
polls 

        श                                 ए 5              
            ए 

 The BJP on Sunday announced five candidates for the Uttar 
Pradesh Legislative Council elections – two for the graduates’ 
constituencies and three for the teachers’ constituencies – 

slated later this year. 

                 क                       ल         श             

       क   ल     च           क        क  –                        

     औ       श                क   ल      
 For the Lucknow graduates’ seat, it named Awanish Kumar 

Singh as the candidate. 

    ऊ           क   ल          अ   श          ह क           
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 Manvendra Pratap Singh will contest from Agra graduates’ seat. 

               ह                   च     ल  ग   
 Hari Singh Dhillon will contest from Bareilly-Muradabad teachers’ seat, Umesh Dwivedi 

and Shrichand Sharma from Lucknow and Meerut teachers’ seats respectively. 

 ह      ह            -           श          च     ल  ग ,    क    श         औ        श         
   ऊ औ        श           च     ल  ग   

 

25M.  Supreme Court’s revival of Section 124A triggers concerns over a 

colonial law the country did not want 

                       124A                        औ      श                     ए  
            श  ह     ह      

 The Supreme Court’s position on Section 124A in May 2022 was in consonance with its 
judgment in I.R. Coelho versus State of Tamil Nadu that law must be in step with the 

―march of time‖. 

    2022               क       124A         क    .  .   ए ह                        ल  क  
         क                 क   ग       क क     क  ―    क  ग  ‖ क      चल   च      

 Multiple writ petitions, titled S.G. Vombatkere versus Union of India, have challenged 
Section 124A for violating the Fundamental Rights to free speech and expression, personal 

liberty, life, and equality before the law. 

 ए .  .                             क   ल     क        चक            124A क           क  
       ,      ग         ,      औ  क     क                        अ       क    ल    

क    क          च         ग      
 While the top court‘s clarification may bring relief to some accused persons, it also creates 

practical problems on the ground. 

           च      ल  क            क           क           क     , ल  क                  
        क                  क        

 For one, the May 21 clarification did not explicitly deal with a situation in which one accused 
agrees to be subjected to proceedings under Section 124A while co-accused persons may 

refuse to do so. 
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  क            क 21    क                     क                           क          क 

           124A क      क        क        क    क   ल             क   -          क       
  क   क      

 

25M. UCC will never be applied 
to tribal communities, says 
Shah at Red Fort conference 

                               
         ह   ह   ,             
          श ह     ह  

 The event, organised by the 
Janjati Suraksha Manch and the Akhil 
Bharatiya Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, 
affiliates of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), was 

billed as a platform to mobilise for the 
protection of the faith, culture, and 
traditions of tribal communities. 

    क                          (RSS) 

                          औ  अ    

                              
        क   ग     ,              

        क      ,    क    औ           
क      क   ल                 क    च क  
             क   ग    

 The leaders of both 
organisations called for Constitutional 

amendments to give the ST classification a religion criterion just like the Scheduled Caste 
classification, and for amending the provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the 
Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA) to ensure that only people who followed the tribal faith and 
culture are allowed to be members of traditional Gram Sabhas. 

        ग    क                        श    क     ग क     क अ                            
अ                    क                                 क , औ         (अ                

      ) अ       (PESA) क                     क          क क  ल              औ  
   क    क    ल  क      ल  ल ग           क        ओ  क           क   
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25M. Coerced consent 

              ह    

 The Supreme Court should set aside sedition as 
constitutionally unsustainable. 

              क       ह क          क                             क  
     च      

The Indian state and sedition law 

            औ       ह       

 The Indian state has not infrequently used the colonial offence 
of sedition, codified under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC), as a tool to quell dissent. 

                      क        क       क                      ह   (IPC) 

क       124A क     ग             औ       क            ह क     क     
    ग  क       

 In May 2022, the Supreme Court of India asked State and 
central governments to refrain from registering new first information 
reports and from taking coercive measures under Section 124A in S.G. 
Vombatkere vs Union of India while the Centre said it would 

―reconsider‖ the provision. 

   2022   ,                          S.G. Vombatkere      Union of 

India    ल              क     क       क    क         124A क     ग      

     क      क              क क                  क  ,    क क      क   
 क                 ―      च  ‖ क  ग   

 When the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) took effect in 2024, 
Parliament effectively replaced Section 124A with Section 152 and 

increased the minimum sentence to seven years. 

                  ह   (BNS) 2024             ,                        
     124A क       152              क                      क     क  
        क        

 It was sedition by a new name. 

                                 
 In February 2026, Chief Justice of India Surya Kant orally 

observed that the Centre‘s promise in 2022 to review the provision could 
not bind Parliament. 

      2026   ,                     श Surya Kant        क              
क   क 2022              क        क    क  क   क   च       क            

क   क    
 As if to release the pressure on courts, but also effectively easing the country‘s passage into 

the BNS era, on May 21, 2026, the Court said that if an accused person has no objection, 
courts may proceed on cases involving Section 124A. 

          ल           क  क                        क  BNS   ग         क    ग            , 21 

   2026 क       ल     क    क      क           क           ,         ल       124A    
           ल  क          ग       क       

 However, such consent from the accused may be coerced, especially if they lack robust legal 
representation, because the alternative for the incarcerated persons is indefinite delay. 
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 क            क                क        क     ,      क          क           क      
              ,     क क                      क   ल    क   क            च क ल     ल       

 It is effectively a Hobson’s choice between bad and worse outcomes. 

                    औ             क              क    च  क Hobson’s choice     
 Indeed, as the 2022 stay paused the use of Section 124A pending constitutional challenge, 

how meaningful an accused person‘s consent to trial can be where refusal may entail 
prolonged delay is unclear. 

        , च   क 2022 क    ग                  क च      ल           क      124A क      ग क    क 

       ,    ल                        क       ल      ल       क     ,         क              
       क        क          क     ,                  

 S.G. Vombatkere also provided those charged with sedition to move for bail, meaning liberty 

rather than restoring proceedings was the intended remedy for frozen trials. 

S.G. Vombatkere    ल            क                 क                   क    क            
   ग    ,    क             क    ग    क       क                   क    क                  
     क                  

 The May clarification swings in the other direction, and also stands in contrast to the ‗bail is 
the rule‘ principle that the Court recently reinforced in Syed Iftikhar Andrabi. 

   क                                                         ल          ल       Syed Iftikhar 

Andrabi    ल                क  ग  ‗             ‘         क                
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25M. Now, only two young States haven’t had a coalition govt. 

अ                                      ह    ह  ह   

 In 1952, the T.N. Assembly became the first legislative body in Independent India to witness 
a motion of no confidence, which the Congress party won after C. Rajagopalachari formed 

the first coalition government in the country. 

1952   , T.N. Assembly            क    ल                                               , 
     Congress         C. Rajagopalachari           क    ल  ग        क         क          

 ल    
 For the next 74 years, Tamil Nadu remained among a handful of outliers in the country to 

have never had a coalition government, mainly due to the domination of the DMK and the 
AIADMK. 

 गल  74      क    ल         क     क                               क   ग        क        
   ,    क       क    DMK औ  AIADMK क            

 The dominance of the Congress was first challenged in the 1967 elections, a crucial point in 

India‘s politics as the party failed to secure a majority in a number of major States, including 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, T.N., and Kerala. 
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Congress क        क    ल      1967 क  च         ग     च        ल ,                   क   क 

               ,     क      Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, T.N., औ  Kerala         क               
           क          ल      

 This shift towards coalitions and the emergence of regional parties is also reflected in the 
number of parties represented in the Lok Sabha from 1967 (Chart 2). 

ग              क                           ल  क      1967    Lok Sabha              

क      ल   ल  क                 ल             
 
 

 

GS Paper III: Economy 25 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

25M What is China’s Hainan FTP initiative? 

       ह     ए       ह      ह ?  

25M Apply for a personal loan after reading this 

                 ह                 ए           
 

 
 

25M.  What is China’s Hainan FTP initiative? 

       ह     ए       ह      ह ?  
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Hainan Free Trade Port initiative 

ह                        ह  ह  

 Hainan, China‘s southernmost province and a tropical island in the South China Sea, has 

come to the forefront of the country‘s modern-era opening-up efforts with the beginning of its 
free trade port (FTP) and customs closure in December. 

Hainan,    च   क                      South China Sea          क    क               , 
               free trade port (FTP) औ          क            क        क          क       क 

  ग क       क         क  क        ग       
 Envisioned as a ―landmark leap‖ into economic ease, China is trying to set up a business hub 

in the island province aimed at attracting global and local customers with the appeal of zero 
tariffs, low personal taxes, and simplified flow of commuters and data. 

    क   ग    क          ―       क  ल  ग‖ क        क          ल क     ग  , च             

         क        क क          क    क       क        ,    क                 क, क       ग  

क ,                     क    ल      क   क    क                क औ            क  क   क     

क        

What is the free trade port initiative? 

                  ह  ह      ह ? 

 The plan for the FTP in Hainan was first unveiled on June 1, 2020. 

Hainan    FTP क          ल      1     2020 क        क  ग      
 The FTP was officially launched on December 18, 2025, with island-wide special customs 

operations implementing the policy of ―freer access at the first line, regulated access at the 
second line, and free flow within the island‖. 

FTP क     क   क       18        2025 क         क   ग  ,                                  क 

  च ल  क           ―  ल             क           ,                            , औ       क  
              ‖ क       ल ग  क  ग   

 Under the initiative, tariff barriers on trade were removed from the island with the closure of 
ordinary customs operations, enabling easier imports. 

     ल क     ग  ,                क   च ल  क        क क                 क    क        क  
         ग  ,               क   ल    ग    

 While the island remains an integral part of China, it has now become a neutral zone for 
international trade, with regular customs procedures and tariffs applying only to goods 
entering the Chinese mainland from the island. 

              च   क                        ,                                क   ल   क 

            ग     ,                     क         औ     क क  ल              ल ग             
        च                     क        

 Visa-free entry for people from 86 countries is also expected to boost tourism. 

86      क  ल ग  क   ल      -                   क             ल   क            
 Hainan will be a ―new frontier of opening up, hub for regional cooperation and engine for 

economic globalisation,‖ said Wang Bin, spokesperson for the Chinese Communist Party’s 
Hainan Committee, ahead of the official opening of the FTP. 

Chinese Communist Party’s Hainan Committee क        Wang Bin    FTP क     क   क 

               क    क Hainan ―     क   क         ,           ग क  क   औ      क      क   

क      ‖    ग   
 He added that the FTP would help save 860 million RMB in tariffs annually while creating 

investment opportunities for Chinese enterprises in the Global South. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
7 

             क    क FTP        860    ल   RMB क     क क   च  क              क  ग      
Global South    च          क   ल                   क  ग   

 Since the launch, the number of tariff-free product categories has expanded from around 
1,900 to 6,600, while the share of goods eligible for zero tariffs has risen from 21% to 74%. 

      क            क-  क                क        लग ग 1,900      क  6,600    ग    ,    क 

        क क             क         21%      क  74%    ग       
 The M1 Coffee Dream Factory in Wanning is one such enterprise benefiting from the 

initiative. 

Wanning      M1 Coffee Dream Factory      ल    ल               ल                      क 

    
 ―We import coffee beans for RMB 1,100 per kilo from Panama, which cost RMB 1,700 per kilo 

on the mainland,‖ said Tong Shuo, director of M1. 

M1 क       क Tong Shuo    क  , ―   Panama    1,100 RMB      कल     क        क         

     क      ,    क               क  ल ग  1,700 RMB      कल             ‖ 
 Hainan Ausca International Oils and Grains Co., Ltd., established with a total investment 

of 3.5 billion RMB, is among the first enterprises operating within the FTP. 

3.5    ल   RMB क  क ल                 Hainan Ausca International Oils and Grains Co., 

Ltd., FTP क     ग   क    क      ल        क              क     
 With a customs-free, tariff-free region outside the mainland that follows all other legal and 

constitutional provisions, China has made both a partner and competitor to Hong Kong in 
Hainan. 

                       क         क-     औ     क-         क       ,            क      औ  
        क         क    ल  क      , च      Hainan क  Hong Kong क      ग  औ               
             

 China now has an open economic and tourist zone at the northern end of the much-contested 
South China Sea, with fresh and vast economic opportunities compared to congested Hong 
Kong. 

   च   क           क         South China Sea क               क   ल      क औ        

      ,             ल  Hong Kong क    ल         औ      ल     क           क        
 The geopolitical and economic implications of Hainan, and its output to China, which seeks to 

attain ―socialist modernisation‖ in the coming decade, will be unveiled in time. 

Hainan क    -       क औ      क     ,      ग      क    ―              क क  ‖      

क    क  च   क   क          क      क ,     क             ग   
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25M. Apply for a personal 
loan after reading this 

                 ह            

     ए           

 When looking for a 
personal loan, your credit profile, 

income stability, employer profile 
and existing obligations are 
evaluated closely by lenders. 

                 ल    क    च     , 
            क              ,    

क        ,              ल औ  
                 क      क           क  

क        
 Even small gaps can lead 

to higher borrowing costs or 
outright rejection. 

     -     क            क       
ल ग                    क        क  
क        क       

 Here are a few aspects you 
should consider before you apply 
for a personal loan. 

      क     ल      ग            
  क      ल ल   क   ल        

क         ल    च   क    च      

High credit score 

                

 One of the primary metrics 
of assessment is the credit profile 

of the borrower. 

       क  क          क         क 

    क    क                        
 A strong credit profile with 

a credit score of 760 or above 

positions borrowers as strong 
applicants and may help you get 
the loan at lower interest rates and 
preferential loan terms. 

 760         अ                  

  ल                   ल     क    
क            क क              

क       औ  क                    ल               ल           क   क       
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 However, a credit score below 
700 directly pushes you into the high-

cost or rejection bucket. 

   ल   क, 700    क  क         क        
  क     क ल ग         क    क       
     ल          

 Reaching the threshold 
requires consistent and disciplined 
efforts like repaying dues on time, 
avoiding multiple loan applications 
within a short period of time, keeping 
credit utilisation low and more. 

         क     च   क   ल         
  ग    क   , क         क  ल   

          च  ,           ग क       
औ                        क      
    

Stable income 

         

 Lenders assess mainly two 
aspects of a borrower — intent and 
capacity to pay. 

                       क    क     
  ल    क   कल  क       —   ग    क  
     औ    ग    क        

 While the intent to pay is 
established using the credit profile of 
the borrower, the capacity to repay is 

derived from the income of the borrower. 

        ग    क           क    क             ल                    ,        ग    क  
       क                    

 High income may be an important signal, but the stability of that high 
income matters equally. 

    क     क            क       क     , ल  क        क                    
                  

 A consistent, stable income is given preference over a fluctuating high income. 

           च    क    ल           औ            क       क               
 Salaried consumers employed with the central or state governments, large MNCs, reputed 

private organisations and those with more than a couple of years of stable employment have 
a more predictable income trend. 

                   ,     ए ए   ,                         क            ग  क  च          क  

              क   क      ल  क        क                        
 Lenders prefer applicants to have their debt to obligation ratio within 50-55% including the 

EMI of the proposed loan. 

        च         क     क  क    -                     ल   क   ए         50-55% क  
         

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
0 

 
 
 
 

GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 25 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

25M The real cost of infertility 
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         ए ‘      ए   ’ ए           औ      अ                     ह  
25M QUIZ 

 

 

 
25M. The real cost of infertility 
                       

 While the World Health Organization (WHO) states that one in six adults globally is 

impacted by infertility during their reproductive years, for India this number stands at 10-15%, 
according to the Union Health Ministry‘s estimate. 

                        (WHO) क                                  क    क                  
                        ,                       10-15%   ,       क क                ल  क  
                ग       

On the periphery 
ह  श      

 According to World Bank and National Family Health Survey-5 data, India‘s total fertility rate 
has fallen from about 3.4 births per woman in the early 1990s to close to 2.0 today. 
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          औ                            -5 क    क   क        ,      क              1990 क  
                     ल  लग ग 3.4          क     लग ग 2.0    ग      

 States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra, 
Punjab, and West Bengal have already fallen below replacement level. 

     ,         ,       ,        श,         ,  ह     ,       औ                          ल     
                  च      च च क      

 A single in-vitro fertilization (IVF) cycle in India can cost anywhere between ₹1 lakh and 

₹2.5 lakh in private hospitals. 

                   ल      क   -              श  (IVF) च  क  ल ग  ₹1 ल      ₹2.5 ल    क 

    क       
 Many couples require multiple cycles before a woman gets pregnant. 

 क          क     ल  क  ग                ल  क  च   क      क            
 Medication, hormone injections, investigations, and travel expenses push costs even higher. 

        , ह          श ,    च औ        च     ल ग  क  औ     क              
 Private clinics provide everything from ovulation-inducing medication and intrauterine 

insemination (IUI) to IVF, intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI), donor programmes, and 
egg freezing. 

        ल  क ओ     श                   ,                     श  (IUI), IVF,                  

          श  (ICSI),            औ  ए                              क        
 Basic fertility treatment may cost between ₹5,000 and ₹25,000. 

   ल                   क  ल ग  ₹5,000    ₹25,000  क     क       
 IUI procedures generally range between ₹8,000 and ₹35,000 per cycle. 

 IUI       क  ल ग               च  ₹8,000    ₹35,000 क    च          
 IVF cycles usually cost between ₹80,000 and ₹2.5 lakh, while advanced procedures involving 

donor eggs, embryo freezing or ICSI can cross ₹5 lakh. 

 IVF             ₹80,000    ₹2.5 ल    क  च ल         ,    क       ग, ए                ICSI 

                  ₹5 ल         क क      क       
 Infertility is one of the country‘s least discussed healthcare crises, says Richika Sahay 

Shukla, cofounder and medical director of India IVF Fertility, which operates in several 

centres in north India. 

             क  क     च  ल  क      ल  India IVF Fertility क    -      क औ      कल          
       ह   श     क        क            क       क  चच    क         ल                      क 

    
 India currently has approximately 3,879 registered Assisted Reproductive Technology 

(ART) clinics, 835 ART banks, and 681 registered surrogacy clinics, according to the live 

dashboard of the National ART & Surrogacy Registry under the Ministry of Health & Family 
Welfare. 

        औ                      क     ग          ART ए                  क  ल            क  
      ,                   लग ग 3,879     क    ह               (ART)       , 835 ART 

  क औ  681     क                      
 The registry was established under the Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) 

Act, 2021, and the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, which made registration mandatory 
for fertility and IVF providers across the country. 

           Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act, 2021 औ  Surrogacy 

(Regulation) Act, 2021 क             क  ग    ,                     ल   औ  IVF         क  
 ल      क           क        

 Under Article 21, Indian courts have repeatedly interpreted the right to life as including dignity, 
healthcare, and reproductive choice. 
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 अ       21 क     ग               ल         -         क     क   क              ,        

    , औ             क      ल क        क      
 Those who work with the law argue that reproductive autonomy cannot be recognised only in 

the context of contraception, abortion, or maternity while infertility treatment remains largely 
ignored. 

 क     क         क    क      ल  ल ग  क   क      क              क  क  ल ग       , ग         
       क                              क  ,    क          च   क                       क       

 ―Reproductive rights cannot stop at the right to avoid pregnancy,‖ Chandwani says. 

 च       क      , ―     अ      क  ल ग           च   क     क    क                क   ‖ 
 ―They must also include the ability to pursue parenthood with dignity and reasonable access 

to health care.‖ 

 ―     ग     क          -          क       औ                 क   च      च        ल      
च     ‖ 

 In India, infertility isn‘t just a medical condition but a structural collapse aided by unequal 
access to remedial health care, inadequate public investment, and a near-total eclipse as a 
public health issue. 

                क  ल  क  च क                  ,    क      च     क                क 

          च,                क       औ         क              क        लग ग               
       क    च    क    ल       
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25M. Long-awaited anti-COVID drug is also a milestone against future viruses 

                   ए   -                                      ए   ह              

ह   

 Betacoronaviruses have now caused three major outbreaks in recent memory; drugs like 
Ensitrelvir provide scientists with a valuable starting point against this entire sub-family of 

viruses, possibly allowing humankind to respond more quickly when the next virus will 
inevitably emerge. 

                     ल क             क          क          क    ; ए                     
      क  क         क            -       क         क               क           क      ,       
                क   गल                                       क                          
         ल  क ग   

 The recent success of Ensitrelvir at preventing COVID-19 is a milestone in a drug quest 
that began with a singular development at the start of the pandemic. 

     -19              Ensitrelvir    ह             क     औ                       ल    

  ,    क                क                क                        
 In January 2020, the full-length genome sequence of a strain of the SARS-CoV-2 virus was 

posted on an online discussion forum for virologists. 

      2020   , SARS-CoV-2       क   क       क                   क                 क  
 ल   क   ल    चच     च     क      क   ग       

 The sequence revealed that SARS-CoV-2, like its relative SARS-CoV-1, keeps most of its 

proteins as one long chain. 

                     क SARS-CoV-2,                    SARS-CoV-1 क       ,      
   क           क   क ल        ल  क                      

 The individual proteins are then cut from this chain and released by enzymes called 
proteases. 

  क     ,      ग         क         ल     क  क      ए  क ल      ल                      क   
         

Inconvenient guests 

अ          अ     

 SARS-CoV-2 has two proteases called the main protease (Mpro), which does most of the 
cutting, and the Papain-like protease (PLpro) which cuts the three sites at one end of the 

chain that the MPro does not process. 

SARS-CoV-2                                     ए  (Mpro) क          ,       क    क    क    
  ,     Papain-like protease (PLpro),        ल  क   क                          क  क        
      MPro              क     

 Viruses are made of the same material as their host cells. 

                                       क         क   क                 
 The viral membrane is derived from the host‘s cell-membranes, and the viral proteins are 

made by the host cell itself. 

      क     ल         क  क   क -    ल                  ,         ल                   

क   क                      
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 This makes antiviral drug development more challenging than developing drugs against, say, 
bacteria. 

    क   ,           औ      क    क  ,                     क                क    क    क  
  ल         क च                   

 Most other pathogens are living cells with several features that humans do not have. 

   क          ग  क       क   क                  क                                              

       
 For instance, bacteria have a rigid cell wall. 

       क   ल ,               क क    क   क                
 Antibiotics can be made that block the synthesis of this cell wall, and those antibiotics will 

affect only the bacteria without affecting humans much. 

           क औ                क            क   क       क         क    क   , औ            
क  ल           क         क  ग ,        क        

 However, while Nirmatrelvir was very effective as an oral drug, it had major problems. 

 क   ,       Nirmatrelvir  क     क औ    क                      ,             ग     

             
 First, it was metabolised very quickly by the liver. 

   ,     क                            च    क                
 To keep it in the bloodstream for longer, scientists had to add a second drug, Ritonavir, to 

the regimen to slow down the liver‘s ability to metabolise Nirmatrelvir. 

                  क      क           क   ल        क  क    च                  औ    

Ritonavir क       ल  क       ,    क  क   क  Nirmatrelvir क      च    क    क       क  
      क       क   

 The problem? 

            ? 

 Ritonavir had dangerous interactions with common heart and blood pressure medications. 

Ritonavir क                    च          औ      क           क        क          
 And then there was the added side effect of a bitter aftertaste. 

  क         , क      च     क                        
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25M. Google’s new ‘information agents’ are a privacy and web infrastructure 

problem 

         ए ‘      ए   ’ ए           औ      अ                     ह  

 ‘Information agents’ will continuously monitor the web on users‘ behalf, but raise serious 
concerns around data and privacy as they collect information. 

‘      ए   ’     गक      क                   क    ग     क  ग , ल  क         -        क     क  

क  ग ,      औ                   ग      च            क  ग   
 At its annual developer conference a few days ago, Google unveiled something called 

information agents, a feature that will be built into Search to monitor the web on your behalf. 

क          ल                   क    ल       ल     Google    information agents    क  क 

             क ,      Search        क           ग   क      क            क    ग     क   क   
 This bot‘s feature will continuously scavenge the web for updates you‘ve told it to watch for. 

       क                   क   ल  लग         क    ग ल      ग ,          ग          क   ल  

                  क       
 It sounds genuinely useful, and it probably is. 

                ग              , औ                
 But it also raises serious questions around user privacy, web traffic and concentration of 

data on one platform. 

 क                         ,                क      च         क  क   क   क  ल क  ग            
      क        

 For starters, this type of agentic feature works best when the user gives the agent details 

about themselves. 
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      क      ,     क   क  ए                           क    क              गक         क  
                       क         क        

 To monitor housing listings on your behalf, it needs your location preferences, budget, family 
size, commute constraints, and timeline. 

  क                      च     क    ग     क    क   ल        क                   क    , 
   ,        क   क  ,    ग   क         औ     -     क      क            

 If you want to plan your travel and stay during a vacation, you will end up sharing your 
personal and financial details with the bot. 

         क   क                  औ        क              च       ,            क       
     ग               क           क           क      ग   

 The simple rule with these agents is that the more you tell them, the better it works. 

         क        ल             क                  क    क      ग ,                  क    
क  ग   

 That means Google will be able to build a more intimate profile about you. 

  क          क Google   क           क    क        औ  ग        ल       क   क ग   
 The company already sits across your search history, Gmail, Calendar, Maps, Chrome, 

YouTube, and Android. 

क     क        ल          क  search history, Gmail, Calendar, Maps, Chrome, YouTube औ  
Android               क      ल       

 Information agents are designed to sit at the intersection of all of those applications, 

connecting them in a way that‘s different from what any single Google product does today. 

Information agents क      क          क   ग       क                 ग  क    ग     क    क   
औ               ,         क    कल Google            क     

 As more use cases emerge, people may end up sharing a lot more sensitive, personally 
identifiable data like religious and political views, sexual orientation, medical history, and 
financial behaviour. 

    -        क     ग क                  ग , ल ग      क            क   च   ,          च, 

 च क                                                ल औ       ग    च             क     
     क   क       

 At this point, it is unclear how Google plans to use this data and how long it will keep it on its 

systems. 

                        क Google         क      ग  क   क   क    क                   औ     

                   क         क           ग   
 The company has said that, when it comes to agentic commerce and payments, buyers‘ 

data will not be shared with the sellers. 

क        क       क ए            औ    ग    क     ल             क                क                
 क      ग   

 Google is not the only player in this race, as other AI companies are building similar 

personal intelligence systems. 

               क  ल Google           ,     क     AI                  क   क       ग  

             ल      क    क          
 But Google is unrivalled when you look at the company‘s comprehensive data infrastructure. 

 क       क     क      क           च   क              ,    Google क  क     क  ल           

 AI-driven bot attacks specifically surged 12.5x in 2025, and daily blocked bot requests 

jumped from 2 million to 25 million in a single year, per the report. 
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       क        , AI-driven bot attacks                    2025    12.5 ग             , औ         

       क  ग              क           20 ल        क  2.5 क       ग   
 For instance, a normal Google search triggers one crawl when you hit enter. 

       क   ल ,        Google search          enter         ,    क  ल  क crawl           
    

 But an information agent monitoring apartment listings or stock prices triggers potentially 
hundreds of automated fetches per day, every day, on behalf of every user who sets one up. 

 क    apartment listings    stock prices क    ग     क      ल   क information agent,            

क      ल      क     गक    क                 क     च  ल  fetches      क   क       
 This could potentially lead to publishers blocking Google’s crawlers entirely — a change that 

could degrade the quality of agents themselves. 

          क  क  क              Google’s crawlers क        क    क   ल        क   क      — 

                 agents क  ग      क     क  क   क       

 If a Google information agent nudges you toward a financial opportunity and you act on it 

and lose money, no regulatory framework currently exists for recourse. 

    क   Google information agent   क   क              क           क       औ        

   क    क क               ,                 क   क   ल  क        क    च    ल            
 Information agents launch exclusively for Google AI Pro and Ultra subscribers, meaning 

wealthier users get persistent AI scouts monitoring the web on their behalf while everyone 
else searches manually. 

Information agents             Google AI Pro औ  Ultra subscribers क   ल         क     
      ,    क          क    क           गक      क            AI scouts        ग       क     
       क    ग     क  ग ,    क         क             ल       search क      ग   

 If these agents become as consequential as Google is suggesting, that will widen the 
informational divide. 

       agents               ल                     Google      क        ,           च    क 

        औ     क       ग   

 Perplexity already offers autonomous multi-model agents on its top tier. 

Perplexity   ल               च         च    autonomous multi-model agents   ल   क       
    

 Microsoft has embedded monitoring agents across Outlook, Teams, and SharePoint. 

Microsoft    Outlook, Teams औ  SharePoint    monitoring agents क         क           
 Meta is building ambient AI into WhatsApp, Instagram, and 

Facebook. 

Meta WhatsApp, Instagram औ  Facebook    ambient AI   क    क          
 Every major AI company is converging on the same model: agents 

that watch the world for you, indefinitely. 

    क      AI company  क       ल क            :     agents         च  

क ल  क   क               क    ग     क    
 That means data accumulation, web scraping, and publisher revenue 

erosion. 

  क                च  , web scraping औ   क  क  क             
 

25M. QUIZ 

1. Filoviruses and the Genus Marburg 
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 Filoviruses are a family of enveloped, single-stranded RNA viruses known for causing severe 
haemorrhagic fevers in humans and primates 

 They are classified into five genera, with the most clinically significant being Ebolavirus and 
Marburgvirus. 

  ―Marburg‖ refers to the Marburg virus, first identified in 1967 in Germany and Yugoslavia. 

  According to WHO and CDC reports, it causes Marburg Virus Disease (MVD), which is highly 
fatal, spreads through bodily fluids, and resembles Ebola in symptoms and transmission 

patterns. 

2. Ebola, Macrophages, and Cytokine Storm 

 The Ebola virus primarily targets immune cells such as macrophages and dendritic cells 
rather than directly destroying tissues.  

 These infected cells trigger an excessive immune response known as a cytokine storm, 
where large quantities of signaling proteins called cytokines are released. 

 This uncontrolled immune reaction leads to inflammation, vascular leakage, organ failure, and 
often death. 

 The disease severity is thus largely due to immune dysregulation rather than direct viral 

tissue destruction. 

3. Ebola VP35 Protein and Immune Evasion (Double-stranded RNA mimicry) 

 The Ebola virus protein VP35 is a key immune evasion factor. It mimics double-stranded 
RNA (dsRNA), a molecular pattern typically produced during viral replication.  

 Host immune sensors such as RIG-I and MDA5 normally detect dsRNA as a danger signal.  

 VP35 binds these sensors without activating them, blocking interferon production and 

weakening the innate immune response, allowing the virus to replicate efficiently 

4. Immune-Privileged Sites and Viral Persistence (Aqueous humor) 

 The Ebola virus can persist in immune-privileged sites, which are body regions with 

reduced immune surveillance. 

5. Ebola Entry Mechanism and Endosome Formation 

 The Ebola virus initiates infection by attaching to specific cell surface receptors through its 
glycoprotein. 

 Following attachment, the host cell internalizes the virus via endocytosis, enclosing it inside 
a membrane-bound vesicle called an endosome. 

 

GS Paper III: Environment  25 May 2026 
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25M. India’s green transition still runs on coal 

        ह            अ                      ह   

 The recent rise in global energy prices following the escalation of the conflict in West Asia 
has once again exposed India‘s continuing vulnerability to external energy shocks. 

      ए श            क             क           क      क               ल             क         
             क  क           क                 ल   क     ग  क           

 Despite years of policy emphasis on renewable energy, nearly half of India‘s fossil fuel 
imports still transit through the Strait of Hormuz, including crude shipments from Saudi 
Arabia and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) imports from Qatar. 

   क                        ग   ल          क        ,      क                  क  लग ग 

      ग       Strait of Hormuz      क  ग        ,       Saudi Arabia    क च    ल क       
    Qatar    Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)           ल      

 This vulnerability sits uneasily alongside the dominant narrative around India‘s clean energy 
transition. 

           ल        क                                        क                         

    
 Over the past decade, India has emerged as one of the world‘s fastest-growing renewable 

energy markets. 

   ल   क   क              क           ग              क                        क   क       
    

 Since 2017, renewables have consistently accounted for the largest share of new power 
capacity additions in the country. 

2017       क                                          क                 क   ल                 
        

 In numbers, renewable energy sources accounted for 42.4% of India‘s installed power 
capacity by March 2026, up dramatically from just 0.72% in March 2005. 
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  क   क        ,   च  2026  क    क                   क                     क  42.4% 

         च क    ,      च  2005    क  ल 0.72%     
 Over the same period, coal‘s share in installed capacity fell from 58.7% to 42.2%. 

                           क  ल  क            58.7%      क  42.2%    ग   
 By conventional metrics, India appears well into an energy transition. 

       क    क  क        ,                 क          क     ग                         
 Yet, the persistence of energy price shocks reveals a more complicated reality. 

 क                क  क            क    क    ल       क   क     ग  क        
 Installed capacity is not the same as actual electricity generation. 

                  क               क                  
 While renewables now account for over two-fifths of installed capacity, they generated only 

15.8% of electricity in April 2026. 

         क                         क    -   च         क       क   ल            ,        
   ल 2026         क  ल 15.8%                    

 Coal, by contrast, still accounted for 71.8% of electricity generation, only marginally lower 
than its 76.2% share in March 2019. 

  क        , क  ल                      क  71.8%            क        ,      च  2019      क  
76.2%          क  ल      क      

Capacity and generation gap 

     औ                अ    

 This gap between capacity and generation is central to understanding India‘s energy system. 

     औ        क        क    च              क              क        क   ल        

             
 The country has succeeded in building renewable infrastructure, but not yet in replacing coal 

in the actual electricity mix. 

       क          च               ल       ,  क          क                क  ल  क       

ल             ल              
 In effect, renewable energy is being added on top of coal rather than displacing it. 

        ,    क          क  क  ल  क                    क    क         क                      
 The data clearly show India‘s continued dependence on coal. 

  क              क  ल          क                 क         क        
 Despite strong renewable growth since 2017, India has added almost no new fossil fuel 

capacity since 2018, retired very few old coal plants, and seen gas-based capacity decline. 

2017 क            क                       क        ,         2018 क      लग ग क             

                  ,      क         क  ल             क ,     ग  -                ग           
 In the absence of large-scale battery storage, flexible grids and adequate balancing capacity, 

coal continues to provide the baseload reliability required to keep the system functioning. 

                          , लच ल                     ल       क         , क  ल           ल  क  
क     ल                    क                         क        

 This also explains why domestic electricity prices remain closely tied to global fossil fuel 
markets. 

    क               क        क    ल                         क                               

                
 Historical trends show Indian electricity prices moving alongside Brent crude in the last few 

years. 
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       क                     क    ल  क                             Brent crude क  क     क  
   -       -        

 China remains less exposed, with oil and gas accounting for only 4% of its power mix and 

electric vehicles and hybrids, now over half of new car sales, reducing oil demand by over a 
million barrels a day. 

         क   क           ,     क   क                   ल औ  ग   क        क  ल 4%        
 ल    क औ             ,          क        क            क   ,           ल      ल       क 

  ल    ग क  क  क          
 Spain shows the alternative, having broken the gas-electricity link through renewables. 

      क   क   क              क      ,          क          क           ग   औ     ल  क  
  च       क               

 India‘s transition is real, but incomplete. 

     क                   क   ,  क                  

Work towards system transformation 

                     श          

 This does not diminish the importance of the renewable push. 

        क                 क          क   क             
 On the contrary, India‘s decision to aggressively scale solar and wind capacity since the late 

2010s now appears prescient given growing geopolitical instability and fossil fuel volatility. 

  क        , 2010 क    क क                             क             क    क       क        

       -       क         औ             क          क                                 
 But the next phase of transition will require moving beyond capacity creation towards system 

transformation itself. 

 क          क   गल  च      क  ल                 ग    क            ल ग          क  
    क     ग   

 That means investing in storage infrastructure, grid modernisation, transmission connectivity 
and market mechanisms capable of integrating intermittent renewables at scale. 

  क                     च  ,          क क  ,          क                                
      क                             क          क   क क   क   क   

 Coal currently performs a stabilising function within the grid that renewable energy, in its 
present form, cannot yet fully replicate. 

क  ल                क        क      क       क           ,    क                      क     

                                  क   क    
 India‘s energy challenge today is therefore not merely about producing more green power. 

            क       च      क  ल    क                   क                
 It is about building an electricity system in which renewables can reliably substitute for fossil 

fuels in actual generation. 

                 ल  क                                क                क                    

                  क       ल   क   
 Until that happens, every geopolitical crisis and every spike in global energy prices will 

continue to remind India that its green transition still runs on coal. 

    क              ,     क   -       क   क  औ       क      क            क            क     

     क        ग   क   क                    क  ल                
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        श                                    :          

 

25M. Ensure uninterrupted power supply 
across U.P.: Adityanath 

        श                                    : 
         

 The electricity demand in the State increased 
from 501 million units per day to 561 million units per 
day in April-May due to the rising temperatures, while the 
peak demand touched 30,339 MW, an official statement 

read. 

    क   क      क        ,             क  क       ल-      
                   501                          क  561 

                       ग ,    क            30,339         

 क     च ग   
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25M. The costly cave of endless human desires 

         अ  ह       ओ      ह         

 A man, an alien and a monk decipher the mysteries of desire and its financial implications. 

  क      ,  क   ल   औ   क             औ    क              क        क            
 Together, they unravel the hidden psychology behind man‘s conquest of money. 

       लक        क           क                     क     ग  क        
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 You and I are on a mysterious journey to a financial 
wilderness. 

    औ      क                 गल क              
 This is not time travel. 

                      
 No ticking clocks or vanishing calendars. 

   क     क-  क क           औ       ग         क ल     
 Neither the past lingers nor the future unfolds. 

                 औ               ल       
 Deep within this wilderness lies a cave wherein Master Time has imprisoned three strangers, 

while silently walking beside us all along. 

      गल क       ग         क ग      ,                                क  क   क        ,    क 

   च  च             चल            
 Meet the three cave dwellers. 

        ग                   ल   
 First is Alien Aurum, who remains deeply baffled by man, money and the strange psychology 

binding them together. 

   ल     ए     ऑ  ,         ,    औ       क          ल     च                    ल          
 To him, money is merely a worthless artefact man endlessly accumulates on what he 

considers an unfamiliar planet. 

   क   ल     क  ल  क   क                                     लग      क    क             
 Another dweller is Man Midas, who turns many things into gold, yet grows increasingly 

bankrupt in happiness. 

                          ,    क  च    क            ल        , ल  क       क     ल     लग     ग    

              
 At the edge of the cave stands the third stranger, Monk Moneywise, a pragmatist who broke 

free from the consumer loop, mastered the math of ―enough,‖ and who acts as a torch-bearer 
for those still trapped. 

 ग    क   क                       ,            ,     क        क         ,                  

क  च         क        क  , ―      ‖ क  ग    क       ल   औ             ल ग  क   ल    ग    क 

            
 Let‘s watch the play inside the cave. 

     ग    क       चल           क क        
 Every time Midas earns more money, he upgrades his life. 

                    क    क       ,               ल  क       क        
 His bullock cart becomes a horse cart, leaf-woven clothes turn into fine cotton, the walls of his 

cave glitter with teakwood, and the cow-dung-smeared floors transform into polished wooden 
flooring. 

   क    लग         ग              ,            क                         ल        ,   क  ग    क  
         ग   क  लक      च क   लग      औ  ग       ल        च क    लक   क           ल          

 He does all this hoping that he would be happy forever. 

                      क        क                 ग   
 Yet his joy vanishes into thin air like a bubble. 

          क         ल  ल  क             ग                
 Deeply puzzled, Alien Aurum begins tracing the roots of this behaviour to a strange human 

ritual: spending enormous energy, and money, impressing people who are themselves 
exhausted by impressing others. 

 ग     ल          ए     ऑ             क      क   क                             लग     : 
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     क      औ      च  क क     ल ग  क         क   ,               क         क   -क     क 

च क      
 Alien Aurum asks, ―Mr. Moneywise, if humans become unhappy so quickly after getting 

whatever they wished for, why do they spend their entire lives wishing for more?‖ 

   ल               , ―             ,                      च        क                         
  ,                ग  औ     क      क                       ?‖ 

 Wearing a faint smile, Monk Moneywise says, ―Humans often confuse upgrading their 

lifestyle with upgrading their lives, and that‘s why they chase wealth constantly.‖ 

   क     क   क                  क      , ―                      ल  क       क    क       
     क       क    क           ल      , औ      क       लग        क       क            ‖ 

 ―What once felt luxurious gradually becomes mundane, and his desire starts chasing again.‖ 

 ―   क     ल      लग     ,        -                       औ    क                   लग      ‖ 
 ―They are not just chasing money, Aurum, but society‘s approvals and appreciations too.‖ 

 ―   क  ल    क      ,    ,    क      क     क    औ        क          क         ‖ 
 ―The cruel part: they rarely realise that every lifestyle upgrade resets the baseline for 

approval, pushing the line of ‗approval or success‘ even higher.‖ 

 ―                    क                         क          ल           क    क            क  
                क          औ  ‗   क         ल  ‘ क       औ    च             ‖ 

 ―The more the income, the more the society raises the baseline.‖ 

 ―         क   ,         क      क          ‖ 
 Alien Aurum asks in bewilderment, ―So humans keep running faster to feel more successful, 

only to discover that success itself keeps moving further away like a mirage?‖ 

             ल               , ―            क   ल       क    क   ल                       , 
ल  क           क   ल         ग      क      औ                    ?‖ 

 Monk Moneywise clarifies, ―What you are witnessing, Aurum, is what behavioural 
psychologists Philip Brickman and Donald T. Campbell called the ‗hedonic treadmill,‘ also 

called hedonic adaptation.‖ 

   क              क      , ―   ,                                       क              औ  
         .           ‗      क      ल‘          क    क ल  क      ‖ 

 Humans keep running harder and harder towards newer desires, yet emotionally remain in 
the same place, like a treadmill that never truly moves forward. 

                 क     औ                       ,               क            क              ,      
     ल              ग             

 Staring at Midas‘ glittering cave, the monk continues, ―Aurum, bigger caves demand bigger 
maintenance costs.‖ 

       क  च क   ग    क                  ग  क      , ―   ,     ग      क       ल क   च         
        ‖ 

 ―Faster carts demand more feeding for horses, and the tragedy is that lifestyle inflation 
converts rising income into rising financial commitments.‖ 

 ―    ग      क   ल       क     क      च    , औ                  क       ल  क     ग        
   क                              ल         ‖ 

 ―Instead of bringing comfort, higher income often ends up bringing only bigger expenses and 
shrinking financial breathing space.‖ 

 ―          क          क         क  ल      च  औ  क                     ल       ‖ 
 ―Soon, Midas is no longer working for financial freedom; but he is working harder just to 

maintain his lifestyle he once believed would set him free.‖ 

 ―                           क   ल  क        क          ,    क             ल  क            
क   ल     क       क                      क              क                 ‖ 
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 Man Midas interrupts with visible anger. 

                ग     क        च      क       
 ―It‘s easy to judge humans from a distance.‖ 

 ―              क        क  क            ‖ 
 ―An alien does not understand planet Earth, human life or its complexities.‖ 

 ― क   ल        ,                क     ल     क            क   ‖ 
 ―And the monk walked away long ago from the responsibilities and burdens of life.‖ 

 ―औ              ल          क              औ             चल  ग   ‖ 
 ―Try raising a family in metropolitan cities where people measure your worth through income, 

clothes, possessions and overall richness.‖ 

 ―    ग               लक       ,      ल ग   क  क      क    , क   ,       औ  क ल       
            ‖ 

 ―We have no choice but to run.‖ 

 ―                     क   ल    क     क           ‖ 
 ―If we stop, those running behind us will trample over us and move ahead.‖ 

 ―        क ग ,                       ल      क चलक   ग    कल     ग  ‖ 
 ―We are not merely buying comfort.‖ 

 ―   क  ल                       ‖ 
 ―Some are buying respect, identity, social acceptance, and at times, even survival itself.‖ 

 ―क   ल ग      ,   च  ,       क    क    औ  क  -क                   क             ‖ 
 All of a sudden, thunder roars across the wilderness. 

  च  क        गल       ल  ग     लग       
 The cave falls silent. 

 ग                          
 Somewhere in the darkness, Master Time has been carefully listening to all three without 

judgement. 

           क                     क         क       क                                
 Time whispers into the ears of those chasing money: ―I have watched humans for centuries.‖ 

        क       क      ल  क  क                   , ―                     क          ‖ 
 ―They mortgage their future selves heavily, trading tomorrow‘s peace, health and freedom to 

decorate their present lives.‖ 

 ―              क       क        ग               औ                   क        क   ल        ल  
कल क       ,        औ          क       क          ‖ 

 ―Next week, I shall tell you how humans eventually become prisoners of the lifestyle they 
once dreamt of.‖ 

 ― गल                      ग   क क                          ल  क  क                  क         
क                ‖ 

 Monk Moneywise says softly, ―Not all lessons are learnt through wisdom, Aurum.‖ 

   क                 क      , ―   ,       क क  ल                            ‖ 
 ―The costliest ones are revealed only by Master Time.‖ 

 ―        ग    क क  ल                क  क       ‖ 
 ―Let us wait to witness what Time has to unfold.‖ 

 ―          क    क      ग       क  क       ‖ 
 And the voice of Master Time echoes through the wilderness, ―Monk Moneywise has 

mastered the art of ‗enough‘ and so, it no longer fears the grip of Time.‖ 

 औ         गल               क       ग        , ―  क            ‗      ‘ क  कल               ल 

क  ल    ,    ल             क   क  क             ‖ 


