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Romania’s Mungiu wins Cannes again

Associate! Press

CANNES

At the 79th Cannes Film
Festival that saw few films
cause a stir, Fjord found
wide admiration for its en-
grossing tale of what Ro-
manian director Cristian
Mungiu called “left-wing
fundamentalism.” It stars
Sebastian Stan and Renate
Reinsve as Romanian Evan-
gelicals who move to Nor-
way, but soon become the
subjects of a child abuse
investigation.

Mr. Mungiu becomes
just the 10th filmmaker to
win the Palme d’Or twice.
His film 4 Months, 3 Weeks
and 2 Days won the award
in 2007.

The Grand Prix, or se-
cond prize, went to Mino-
taur, Andrey Zvyagintsev’s

LAY

Cristian Mungiu holds the Palme d’Or for the film Fjord. REUTERS

thriller set against Russia’s
war with Ukraine.

The nine-member jury
was headed by Korean
filmmaker Park Chan-
wook. Two films won for
best director: the Polish
filmmaker Pawel Pawli-
kowski, for his postwar
drama Fatherland, and the
Spanish creative duo Javier
Ambrossi and Javier Calvo

for The Black Ball, a gener-
ation-spanning queer epic.

Double winners

Virginie Efira and Tao Oka-
moto, the two stars of Ryu-
suke Hamaguchi’s touch-
ing nursing home drama
All of a Sudden, shared the
best actress award. The ju-
ry also split the best actor
prize. They chose Emma-

nuel Macchia and Valentin
Campagne, the two stars of
Coward, Lukas Dhont’s
drama about young Bel-
gian men sent to the front
lines of the Second World
War.

The jury prize, or third
place, went to German
filmmaker Valeska Grise-
bach’s The Dreamed Ad-
venture, a crime drama set
in a Bulgarian border
town. The Camera d’Or,
Cannes’ award for best first
film, went to Marie Clé-
mentine Dusabejambo’s
post-genocide Rwandan
drama Ben’Imana.

The best documentary
award went to Rehearsals
for a Revolution, a highly
personal account of politi-
cal repression in Iran by
exiled director Pegah
Ahangarani.

25M. Romania’s Mungiu wins Cannes again

AT & ALY & BT S e TR

e Atthe 79th Cannes Film Festival that saw few Ims cause a stir, Fjord found wide admiration
for its engrossing tale of what Romanian director Cristian Mungiu called “left-wing
fundamentalism.”

79&mﬁwmﬁ,aﬁa§ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁwﬂaﬁ, Fjord 3T 379e1T Tk gl
fore samaes geram e, TS s faderesn fhf¥eas gy o “amud weetare” #grl

e |t stars Sebastian Stan and Renate Reinsve as Romanian Evangelicals who move to
Norway, but soon become the subjects of a child abuse investigation.

S AT F&oT 3 AT {0 o QATAATS SHIS TN hr $1{HhT THeMTS § St Al =red STt
&, <IfeheT STec & STeT 2NYOT ST T faw &7 ST &1
e Mr. Mungiu becomes just the 10th filmmaker to win the Palme d’Or twice.
A A &7 IR I1ed AR ST arel dhaer 108 AR a7 70 ¢ |
e His album 4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days won the award in 2007.
3oTeh! theat 4 72w, 3 dIFH U5 2 391 & 9Y 2007 & I§ RERR SHdT 4TI

e The Grand Prix, or second prize, went to Minotaur, Andrey Zvyagintsev’s thriller set against
Russia’s war with Ukraine.

T Y, 37T qEU REAR, AR 1 e, St 317 [Saariiecda &1 &a-Zghet Jetr 1 Jeasfa
R TR fIer e g
e The nine-member jury was headed by Korean Park Chanwook.

At FeE I ST T 3TEFETAT HIRATS TheHPR Tk ATeTash o i

¢ Two films won for best director: the Polish Inmaker Pawel Pawlikowski, for his postwar
drama Fatherland, and the Spanish creative duo Javier Ambrossi and Javier Calvo for The
Black Ball, a generation-spanning queer epic.

ar heal o FEASS AR 1 QEhR ST diforer ferer arder qrafersieehl I 3
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Double winners

qreY fastar

Virginie Effira and Tao Okamoto, the two stars of Ryusuke Hamaguchi’s touching nursing
home drama All of a Sudden, shared the best actress award.

aforet Tfear 31T ams e, St dgd gATTeT & ST AHeT g1 ST JTe 3T 3 ST T
al 9HE el ¢, o TIASS HTFAAT bl IERR AT FhT|

The jury also split the best actor prize.

S & HEIASS AT b GIEhR 87 A fham|

They chose Emmanuel Macchia and Valentin Campagne, the two stars of Coward, Lukas
Dhont’s drama about young Belgian men sent to the front lines of the Second World War.

mmmmmmwzﬁ S Fras e ar YT FHellhR ¢; T§ oI
& &1 g1 & St gfadi faea geur & Arf o) 85t 91T gar dfesrae gesi & TR # &

The jury prize, or third place, went to German filmmaker Valeska Grisebach’s The Dreamed
Adventure, a crime drama set in a Bulgarian border town.

S QRERR, 37Tl T T, ST e gt FIfara &1 fthes g gies vsdw
f&er, St FeanRars W 79RO ITenRd T 3oRTe 3 &

The Camera d’Or, Cannes’ award for best first film, went to Marie Clémentine
Dusabejambo’s post-genocide Rwandan drama Ben’lmana.

FIRT PR, S HF H HIASS Tgell o I RERR &, F FANENT GUIESFT T TEER
& 916 o T8N IR 3THTRA ST a8+’ Imana &t fAer|

The best documentary award went to Rehearsals for a Revolution, a highly personal
account of political repression in Iran by exiled director Pegah Ahangarani.

IS STFGHE WEhR Regded B 37 Yaeqer &1 [fer, St faifad s deme sgermet
EART $I0T H TSP &HeT T el STTFIT [IaToT & |
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Surviving
a city on
{13,690

The Uttar Pradesh government increased its minimum wa
2,377 last month. While workers are marginally
Iwud those in Noida's SEZ say the amount still barely sustains
them, and there is little left to save. finds that
workers' spaces and aspirations have shrunk over time

utside a building that looks like a con-
crete cube, rows of buses wait to ferry
workers home. The bell rings. Hun-

ee

that the government had reiterated that overtime
work would be paid at double the rate per hour.
‘The company insists that workers do the whole

reyed building with at least 10 rooms on each
floor. “Iam to get married next month. I thought |
would save some money for that, but nothing is

Yash .
In May, he spent 25,000 on room rent, includ-
ing electricity bill; 22,500 on food; 21,200 on tra-

dreds in sandoloured unforms | How longdo. | second shiffthey want to work vertime left at the end of the month, " he says, grimacing. | vel to the spot from where his company's bus

stream out. Food vendors make t vou thinke Rakhi Sehgal, an independent researcher who | The entangled web of the city’s economic mi- | would pick him up. Another 500 went on i
through the queues,satoning thelrsals i th. | 7 ouldtake | Works on labour and trade union matters, says him to someone bill, 21,500 on cooking supplies, and 500 on
gaps between the buses. WOuldtake | here's a crisis of employment. “Decent, secure i overhead expenses, “Before I could save anyth-
Surabhi (name changed to protect identity) | (0buya jobs are barely there, and it's only going to get ing for my upcoming wedding and a trip with

walks out slowly with a group of friends, shoul-
ders drooping after her 16-hour shift. One of the

hous
Maybea

worse once the real impact of the West Asia crisis
starts to show up on the economy,” Sehgal says.
“Wht gets lost i all the talk about wae ikes

to join.
“1 paid him 21,500 for the hard work of going

friends, all the money had vanished!” With the
pay hike, he hopes he can plan some fun time be-

women points towards an ice cream stall and | 100 years! through each company’s profile, studying the | fore his wedding.

gently pulls at Surabhi's sleeve, asking if they | |yantto md the cost of living crisis is that workers want | pros and cons and telling me which one was the | Yash will keep searching for a new job, he says.

should each get a cone. by ahouse and dignity, their hopes and dreams of a | best, with maximum benefits and the least | If nothing reliable turns up, he contemplates tak-
Surabhi shakes her head. “Refine do; 280 ka ek | i+ % U beter e respected, if not enabled. amount of work,” Yash says. The man turned out | ing a motorcycle on rent and starting to work

hai (Let it be; one costs ¥80),” she says. She has | i Surabhi hopes to graduate from college some | to be a fraud. with a platform-based ride-hailing company. “It

worked overtime in the multinational corpora- | live alone. day, so she can get a better job, then a house, The company he ended up lmer\wwmg for | ismore profitable, some people say. At least you

tion that operates within the concrete cube, its | Then Iwill then a child. would also yield far less than what he had ima- | won't have to sit in one place all day long,”

periphery guarded by other workers and barbed | adopta gined. “The advertisement 1 saw adds.

wire that runs across high walls. She has had to | child The lure of a global city 220,000 pay for an eight-hour shift with benefits

do the extra hours - 8 hours is a regular shift - ©0 | i g For 23-year-old Yash (name changed), Noidaem- | of home, food, and transport,” he says. This | The arithmetic of survival

survive in the city.
Over a month ago, thousands of workers from
various private companies in the Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ) of Gautam Buddha Nagar dis-
trict, Uttar Pradesh, took to the streets to de-
better working conditions and an increase

in their wages. With inflation, there was very lit-
tleleft for savings or even minor indulgences.

“The State government had not revised the mi-
nimum wage since 2014 despite considering it
twice. Noida i i

and surrounding areas across three Sates,
1a
dmlupmm  as per frep gwemmem website.
After a week of workers claiming the streef
the government was forced to revise the mi
mum wage. A committee, which included mem-
bers of the Labour Department and representa-
tives of workers and industries, increased the
wages for unskilled, semi-skilled, and skilled
workers to 213,690, 215,059, and 116,868 respec-
tively, from the earlier 211,313, 212,445, and
£

Hopes surpass salaries
Surabh stated working s atrainee i an uto-
ing firm when she was a litrle
over 21 years. Shehad hoped to g0 up the compa-
myldderbut syssheis sl where she sared.
learning anything new in the past nine
yuls is her biggest problem with the job. “Learn-
ing how to make automotive parts is not tough: a
15-day training does that. But how does that add
value to who I am as a person?” she says. “Will
ever get tolearm anything bout the workd?
long do you think it would take to buy a
et e Mayie 3 100 yearst” she says, answering
her own question. “I want to buy a house
can live alone. Then | will adopt a child,” Surbhi
adds.

At home, Surabhi pulls out her payslips from
March and April. Comparing them, she says the
increase will not have much of an impact on her
life. She may still not have the money for the oc
casional ice-cream indulgence. *| would rather
buy milk and vegetables,” hes

She cannot afford to live alone. In the past, she
has survived on loans from friends. Now, her
brother has moved In with her, and they splt ex-

nses. “My monthly expenditure goes up to
215,000, Surabhi says. “Restraint has now be-
come part of the routine;” she adds.

‘The reason she was doing 16-hour days was

automotive irm

bodied movement: upward and forward. “Aage
badhne ke liye hum yahan aaye the (I came here
t0 move ahead),” he says.

At first, everything seemed too good to be
true: a job with a salary, food, and accommoda
tion. Slowly, he would earm, save, and build e
in a city that often calls itself “world-class” in go-
vernment advertising. Life would be different
from what he had seen in the village, he
Different from the joint family set-up in the Au-
raiya district of Uttar Pradesh, where almost eve-
ryone he knew farmed the land. “1

seemed lucrative compared to the 12,000 he
eamed in Auraiya for 12 hours of work a day ina
similar company.

Wlulhcsz)sheguwnsm OOOWIlhm)bﬂw-
fits except transport. The was paid
for from his own wages, and he b o i is
own accommodation.

Scrolling through ads on his smanphone tha
tell him to “bring advance for accommodati
Yash says e s 0o kdes how % manage his e2-
penses it 1,000, 1t b scary: ingalone in 3

not

Returning homeat nmmgm aftera 12-hour shift,
Saurabh (name cl 32, makes his way into
acompact building, Smir o Vst though Sau-
rabh has a two-room set.

He moved t0 Noida 12 years ago from Ballia in
Uttar Pradesh and found stability in a well-known
automobile company as a mechanical supervisor
with a salary of £25,000. Last year, the company
shut down the plant and told the workers it
would call them back when a new plant opened.

Since then, Saurabh has been working at a car-
ton i

plore;” he says.

In March, he got work in an electrical goods
‘manufacturing company. Now, Yash occupies a
10x8-foot room on the top floor of a four-sto-

he says.
"My brother had given me 7,000 to begin my
stay in Noida. With that, I paid the rent in ad-
vance and bought a cot and a mattress. For the
first month, I was dependent on outside food,”

company.
The violence and the police aclmn that [ol
tainty around his job as all the workers were
asked to leave immediately without any confir-

mation on when they would be called back. With
an uncertain future, he asked his wife and chil-
dren to move back to the village.

“Earlier, my two younger brothers would stay
in a separate room but now we have let that go
and moved in together as it helps save money,”
Saurabh says.

Together, the three brothers have akso been
irying to save money fo their second brother's

“Iti

for a single man to survive in this city. Kar hi nahi
payega (He won't be able to survive at all),” he

says.

According to Saurabh, a room in Noida costs
25,000 a month, groceries cost approximately
23,000 per head, the two children’s education
4,600, medicines and emergencies account for
21,500. The little that is left at the end of the
‘month with sharing space with his brothers goes
into savings.

Earning more money means subjecting the bo-
dy to more labour. “One needs at least 3,000
per month for two basic meals a day,” Saurabh
says. “For how long can you keep on working?
‘The body gets tired. There is  limit to what it can
bear;” he says. The company he works at has not
implemented doubling the overtime income, but
he has had a salary hike.

Besides double the overtime, the government
had also assured the workers u(uuuy holidays,
salaries to be paid before the 10th of every
mumh a bonus, and a complaints box where
th thei

The Labour Commissioner also assured the
workers through a video on social media that it is
the responsibility of the Labour Department to
work forthe workersrighis.

25M. Surviving a city on ¥13,690
%13,690 ¥ U AT A NAT Ea

e Over a month ago, thousands of workers from various private companies in the Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) of Gautam Buddha Nagar district, Uttar Pradesh, took to the streets
to demand better working conditions and an increase in their wages.

Teh FR & 31T T Tgel, 30 TG o NGH geu AR e & faaw anfd &+ (SE2)
faffiest el shufeial & TRl AfHe dgoR S aRTEATIAT 3R AT gefer & AT T T FShi
9T 3T AT |
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e The State government had not revised the minimum wage since 2014 despite considering it

twice.
ToT THR o 2014 & §1E H #GTcdH delel H TR 781 T 2T, STafeh 580 W & IR fa=ur
feram aram |

¢ Noida falls in the National Capital Region, an area spanning 55,083 sg. km centred around
Delhi and surrounding areas across three States, constituted to ensure “balanced and
harmonized development”, as per the government website.

ANTST, AT ISTeT=T &F 3 AT §, S 55,083 3T fohaitediex 3 therr 817 § 3R eell aar et
TS & AT & 8731 T MAT AT &, ForaehT 761 “Tdferd IR At fasra giafad
L & o fFar = gl

e He moved to Noida 12 years ago from Ballia in Uttar Pradesh and found stability in a well-
known automobile company as a mechanical supervisor with a salary of ¥25,000.

Ig 12 9§ Ugel 3o TG2T & aferdr § AYTsT 37T 27 31X 225,000 Ide R T TRAeH cArerse
el H Hehfolehel GURATSON o &9 # TEUTar ar$ o
e According to Saurabh, a room in Noida costs ¥5,000 a month, groceries cost approximately

%3,000 per head, the two children’s education ¥4,600, medicines and emergencies account
for ¥1,500.

HIReT o ITAR, ANCST H Teh FHA 5,000 HIAATE 7 ¥, el b1 T ofare7aT 23,000 UfeY At
€, ol gat & fAeT W 34,600 T &I & 3R garsar aur 3mard Rufaal . 21,500 @ &1 €1

e Besides double the overtime, the government had also assured the workers of weekly
holidays, salaries to be paid before the 10th of every month, a bonus, and a complaints box
where they could submit their grievances anonymously.

3NAETSH o ENe $ITcTel o 3TeATdT, BIhR ¥ HTHhI T FICATTReh RN, B HEIA T 10 AT
T ggel dcied, sterdl 3 fRIshreret €Y o1 8 JTRarea feam 2T STeT d I[HATH &G & i) Rehred
&t Y Fh |

e The Labour Commissioner also assured the workers through a video on social media that it
is the responsibility of the Labour Department to work for the workers’ rights.

M ITIFA o T Frerel FAT O Toh ST oh ATEAH § HTHehT T AT TohaT o 1T
3TTSRT & forT 1 L 57 fsmer Hr Feaed &

GS Paper 1: History, 25 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

A soaring tribute

Painting the skies: Aircraft perform during an air show
marking the 85th anniversary of the Battle of Crete over the
Venetian harbour in Chania, Crete, Greece, on Sunday

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

GS Paper 1. Geography

25 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

25M | Outer core: unafraid of drama
aeY g ArchrT TRt & st

25M | Dread and denial at heart of deadly Ebola virus outbreak in DR Congo
AT FET A °UTdH ST IRRA THIT F Fg A 7T 3R saT6R

WHAT IS IT?

Outer core: unafraid of drama

Crust
Upper Mantie \_
Lower Mantle |

Outer Core

Inner Core

Vasudevan Mukunth

he earth’s outer core is a
T voluminous liquid layer that lies
around 2,800 km beneath the
surface. This hot, churning sea is filled
with molten iron and nickel.

As the outer core moves constantly, it
acts like a large generator, creating the
planet’s magnetic field, which shields the
earth from harmful solar radiation.

Researchers from the University of
Edinburgh and the British Geological
Survey have reported that around 2010,
the liquid iron in the outer core below
the equatorial Pacific Ocean changed
direction from a slow westward crawl to
a more rapid eastward surge.

They found this after mapping 27
years of iron movement in the outer core
using data from ground stations and four
European satellites. They identified two
important patterns in the flow.

The main pattern accounted for 95%
of the movement: it consisted of a

An infographic
depicting the
earth’s geophysical
layers. SURACHIT
(cCBY-SA)

steady flow westwards — which also
explains why the earth’s magnetic field
has historically drifted west. The second
pattern revealed the dramatic shift in
2010. The researchers also found that
this shift began to weaken around 2020.

The researchers were able to link the
2010 reversal to seismic and geodetic
shifts in the earth’s solid inner core.
According to their model, the flow is also
roughly 10% lopsided between the
northern and the southern hemispheres.

These details could explain sudden
‘jerks’ in magnetic field readings and
suggest that deep-earth liquids can
change direction much faster than the
traditional theory predicts.

P, Y

L 4
For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the subject
‘Daily page’

25M. Outer core: unafraid of drama

T Fg; Arehry aRfFufaat & e

The earth’s outer core

gl FT 9ET IR

e The earth’s outer core is a voluminous liquid layer
that lies around 2,800 km beneath the surface.

qY T ATET R Th A0l o Tl &, ST Helg o ofameqa
2,800 fFeY A g ¥

e This hot, churning sea is filled with molten iron and
nickel.

7 1 U9 fe arfaeler wagg e gu afte 3ik g &
34Tr§3rr%|

e As the outer core moves constantly, it acts like a
large generator, creating the planet’'s magnetic field, which
shields the earth from harmful solar radiation.

Hfeh aTEg IR o) arfelier @aT &, TE Ueh faeimer Sifers &hr
I T AT § TUT IE T JAHIT 81T ScToT AT 5, SN
G T gTieIehh WX FRRoT & F&T el YT g |

e Researchers from the University of Edinburgh
and the British Geological Survey have reported that

around 2010, the liquid iron in the outer core below the equatorial Pacific Ocean changed
direction from a slow westward crawl to a more rapid eastward surge.

University of Edinburgh aT British Geological Survey & eNeIhdT3il & SaTaT § fa e19sTer
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They found this after mapping 27 years of iron movement in the outer core using data from
ground stations and four European satellites.

3egiol e Trsehy 37-FR0AT TUT TR JAAT SYIET & YISl 37TehsT T 3TN hieh e DR & 27
ast g sl T 7fa F1 AFRFT == & a1 [T

They identified two important patterns in the flow.

3o6iol 39 AT H &1 HecaquT STcwul T qgereT |

The main pattern accounted for 95% of the movement: it consisted of a steady flow
westwards — which also explains why the earth’s magnetic field has historically drifted west.

HET FTTET el Tt o 95% & TIT SRerT UT: 38 giRes feem #i 3R R yarg afEafed ar
— it g &1 TS FIAT ¢ o J2t b1 Ty &1 UTTeTiaeh &9 & afders i X 21 fEeehdr 81
gl

The second pattern revealed the dramatic shift in 2010.

Sy 9feed & 2010 # §U ATehIT qRecie T Jehe |

The researchers also found that this shift began to weaken around 2020.
QTR ATHT o g T I foh g IRAcTeT SAITHIT 2020 & AU HHSIR ISed 13T |

The researchers were able to link the 2010 reversal to seismic and geodetic shifts in the
earth’s solid inner core.

QMETHAT 2010 H G H IRTcTT T Il o S ATARP PR H 3cTeeT ${HUIT UF 373
IRaEd & Sser 7 g @

According to their model, the flow is also roughly 10% lopsided between the northern and the
southern hemispheres.

3eTeh HISel & AR, g TaTg I U4 S a1ol aMenc et & Ser SITe1aT 10% cieh e oleT o7 B

These details could explain sudden ‘jerks’ in magnetic field readings and suggest that deep-
earth liquids can change direction much faster than the traditional theory predicts.

3 TIaXOT eIy &1 o AGT & 37elTefeh Scee] gled dlel ‘SICehl T AT Y Hehd & TUT TG Tehel
&l © o g2y hr argursat H T g YRR fAeial T 39T sel 31ftreh i & f&erm seor
T &

Dread and denial at heart of deadly -

Ebola virus outbreak in DR Congo

A
M

Unlike other residents of
Mongbwalu, a town at the
heart of the eastern Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo’s
latest devastating Ebola
outbreak, Laureine Sakiya
believes that the blood-let-
ting virus exists after see-
ing some of her neighbours
die.

“The authorities need to
bring us vaccines,” the 26-
year-old woman told AFP.

But no vaccine or treat-
ment exists for the Bundi-
bugyo strain of Ebola res-
ponsible for the vast
central African country’s
17th outbreak of the dis-
ease, believed to have al-
ready killed 204 people.

Already suspicious of
the Congolese state follow-
ing decades of neglect and

Rwampara, Congo, on Saturday. AP

conflict, many in the out-
break’s epicentre in the
northeastern Ituri pro-
vince are split between
criticism of the govern-
ment’s response and de-
nial of the disease’s very
existence.

Gold-diggers and hawk-
ers criss-cross mineral-rich
and conflict-torn Ituri on
the regular. Mud-covered

motorbikes of travelling
Congolese are a regular
sight in Mongbwalu, some
100 kilometres (60 miles)
from Uganda and just 200
kilometres away from un-
stable South Sudan.

In the space of several
weeks, the outbreak has
spread to several provinces
nearby and on to Ugandan
soil, with the World Health

Organization declaring the
epidemic an international
emergency. Of the 322 peo-
ple suspected to have con-
tracted Ebola in Mongbwa-
lu — where many of the
outbreak’s first cases were
recorded — 88 have died,
according to the latest toll
from the authorities.

Local aid groups are on
the ground, while medical
charity Doctors Without
Borders has  loaned
Mongbwalu’s hospital tents
to isolate suspected victims
in.

Past Ebola outbreaks
have sparked violent inci-
dents on the part of locals
either wary of the state’s
response or sceptical of the
disease. Some believed the
latest epidemic was of a
“mystical malady”, a com-
mon belief in some remote
areas of the DRC.
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25M. Dread and denial at heart of deadly Ebola virus outbreak in DR Congo
AHT HNT F GTdF FaTaT IRRT TP F Fg H 577 3R g1

e But no vaccine or treatment exists for the Bundibugyo strain of Ebola responsible for the
vast central African country’s 17th outbreak of the disease, believed to have already killed
204 people.

ekt SaTell & JAFIAT T & TAT hig ErehT AT 3TUR Hiole el &, S 38 TeTel HEF 37hrehr
<R # HIARY & 174 Fohid & ToIT fFAeR § 3R foeeh ROT 379 deh 204 Sl 1 Hog giet &1
HIAA B

e Already suspicious of the Congolese state following decades of neglect and conflict, many in

the outbreak’s epicentre in the northeastern Ituri province are split between criticism of the
government’s response and denial of the disease’s very existence.

ERTh ShT 3ULTT 3R HENY o HROT Tgel & & HNell T T HEE Fied dlel SeR-Gat S il o
TRIT che; & s ol TR T FTATshaT T 3TeiaaT 3 e & 31dca A g 3R & a
faanfaa gl
e Gold-diggers and hawkers criss-cross mineral-rich and conflict-torn Ituri on the regular.
AT TioT atel 3R BaTel AT &9 & Gitst e 3R Fegared g &7 # 371d-51d B
I
o %Aud-covered motorbikes of travelling Congolese are a regular sight in Mongbwalu, some

100 kilometres (60 miles) from Uganda and just 200 kilometres away from unstable South
Sudan.

AT Y T¢ Il oAl hT hres A Gehl HIIATS hel AeTeaTel H HTH G2 &, SiY JATST TSI
100 feret#iex (60 #Hrer) 3R 31TEUT EFaToT HeTar & Shaer 200 fhellefieT T &

GS Paper Il: Polity 25 May 2026
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Govt. must
stop treating
media as an
adversary: EGI
GS I Polity

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Editors Guild of India
(EGI) on Sunday described
as “embarrassing” the
sharp exchanges between
foreign journalists and In-
dian officials during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Norway and the
Netherlands this week.

It urged the government
to stop treating the media
asan “adversary”, and said
it was a “regrettable fact”
that the Prime Minister
had not held a single open
press conference since his
government assumed of-
fice in 2014.

“The face-off with the
European media was trig-
gered by the PM’s refusal to
take questions from local
journalists after a press
briefing,” the EGI said in a
statement. It started when
Norwegian journalist Helle
Lyng raised questions
about press freedom and
human rights of minority
religious communities in
India.

In response, the Secre-
tary (West) in the Ministry
of External Affairs, Sibi Ge-
orge, said, “People have no
understanding of the scale
of India. They read one or
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25M. Govt. must stop treating media as an adversary: EGI

WER Y AT Y gfag@ed! HiT T J@AT 9¢ F&1 AT SS13s

e The Editors Guild of India (EGI) on Sunday described as “embarrassing”
the sharp exchanges between foreign journalists and Indian officials during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Norway and the Netherlands this week.

uf3ed fres 3P 3T (EGI) & TAAR &Y 37 T TR dAlg A T aA1d 31K
Fﬁmﬁ?amasmﬁaaﬁmamﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂaﬁmﬁﬁ%aﬁagém@rmﬁ
“QTHTTeh” ST

e It urged the government to stop treating the media as an “adversary”, and
said it was a “regrettable fact” that the Prime Minister had not held a single open
press conference since his government assumed office in 2014.

3T TR I AT FT “Ufciededl” HT g QT 86 el T 31T fohar AR FgT foh
Tg Teh “‘GHITAYUT T2 § o TEITTHA o Sofehl TR & 2014 H Tl Helelod o a1 &
Te Y Gell U aTclT 78T 1 81

o “The face-off with the European media was triggered by the PM'’s refusal to
take questions from local journalists after a press briefing,” the EGI said in a
statement.

U AT & AT Tahdra T GaRT 9 SRRaT & 16 FATAT THRRT & T2
aﬁ@rmﬁmaﬁmﬂxgm,”éﬁmﬁwmﬁml

e |t started when Norwegian journalist Helle Lyng raised questions about
press freedom and human rights of minority religious communities in India.

TE S [E GIHT ST AT TAHR gt 9T 7 AR 3 readeash enfeier Faerar A
I TIGFAT 3R AFAATASRI Y I ATl 33T

e Inresponse, the Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Sibi
George, said, “People have no understanding of the scale of India. They read one

or two reports published by some god-forsaken, ignorant NGOs and then come and
ask questions.”

T SIa1e & faeer #aTery & g (afas) R Ster

mrmr e e R e A g s LD B AMES
an NGOs and ther come g 37l 31 seadler TSN A v g ey 0 candidates
3R R TgT 3R AT god g 17 for LEngIZlHVE
A Council polls
25M. U.P. BJP names 5 candidates for Legislative Council SNy
polls T

3T woRr rerdT A ey aRwe gara & faw 5 3ewfiqant &
C IR GREAY

e The BJP on Sunday announced five candidates for the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Council elections — two for the graduates’
constituencies and three for the teachers’ constituencies —
slated later this year.

SITSTYT o AR 1 58 IY aTg 3 g aTer 3T w&eT fyumer aRwe
gaTal & fov arer 3FAieaRrt ST evon i — {5 & Fras faatas
&t 3R it v fvaTerer ¥t & faw 8

e For the Lucknow graduates’ seat, it named Awanish Kumar
Singh as the candidate.

mmmﬁﬁvqﬁﬁmrwﬁ?ﬁm

The BJP on Sunday an-
nounced five candidates
for the Uttar Pradesh Legis-
lative Council elections -
two for the graduates’ con-
stituencies and three for
the teachers’ constituen-
cies - slated later this year.

For the Lucknow grad-
uates’ seat, it named Awan-
ish Kumar Singh as the
candidate. Manvendra Pra-
tap Singh will contest from
Agra graduates’ seat.

Hari Singh Dhillon will
contest from Bareilly-Mu-
radabad teachers’ seat,
Umesh Dwivedi and Shri-
chand Sharma from Luck-
now and Meerut teachers’
seats respectively.
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e Manvendra Pratap Singh will contest from Agra graduates’ seat.
HeTd gaTd g AR T Hie § A ofsd |

e Hari Singh Dhillon will contest from Bareilly-Muradabad teachers’ seat, Umesh Dwivedi
and Shrichand Sharma from Lucknow and Meerut teachers’ seats respectively.

& RiF Real aXelt-avemars et die § gama o059, Fafe 3eer gfaadt 3 sieg e Faer:
qGAS 3R A e Hel § g |

Supreme Court’s revival of Section 124A triggers

concerns over a colonial law the country did not want
GS 1 Poiity

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court’s May
21 revival of Section 124A
(sedition) proceedings
against consenting accused
persons exposes them to
an admittedly oppressive
provision both the court
and the Union government
agreed was “not in tune
with the current social mi-
lieu, and was intended for
a time when this country
was under the colonial
regime”.

A three-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court had
frozen all proceedings un-
der Section 124A of the
now-repealed Indian Penal

Code on May 11, 2022, vir-
tually casting a shadow of
doubt over every sedition
case at the time.

The Bench, of which Su-
rya Kant, then a judge of
the Supreme Court, was a
member, had recorded the
rampant misuse of the pro-
vision, which dates back to
1898 and predates the
Constitution.

Colonial ba

The interim order of May 11
had taken excerpts from a
Union government affida-
vit, filed just two days ear-
lier, quoting Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s firm
belief during ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ that “we
need to, as a nation, work
even harder to shed colo-
nial baggage that has

S

passed its utility, which in-
cludes outdated colonial
laws and practices”.

“Chilling effect’

The court had concurred
with the Union govern-
ment that colonial laws
such as Section 124A, pun-
ishable with life imprison-

ment and having a “chilling
effect” on free speech,
caused “mindless hin-
drances to people” and
“reeked of a colonial mind-
set that has no place in to-
day’s India”.

The Supreme Court’s
position on Section 124A in
May 2022 was in conso-
nance with its judgment in
LR. Coelho versus State of
Tamil Nadu that law must
be in step with the “march
of time”.

However, the court’s
May 21, 2026 clarification
has unlatched Section
124A, ostensibly to protect
the right to a speedy trial
for accused persons seek-
ing closure.

The order, passed last
week, recorded that there
would be no “impediment

for the courts to decide
such matters [under Sec-
tion 124A] on merits and in
accordance with law”.

Constitutionality case
However, the challenge to
the very constitutionality
of Section 124A remains
alive and pending in the
top court.

Multiple writ petitions,
titled S5.G. Vombatkere ver-
sus Union of India, have
challenged Section 124A
for violating the Funda-
mental Rights to free
speech and expression,
personal liberty, life, and
equality before the law.

The pendency of the
Vombatkere petitions rais-
es the question of whether
lower courts should pro-
nounce judgments on guilt

when the constitutionality
of the provision itself is un-
der challenge in the Su-
preme Court.

Besides, the May 21 clar-
ification was passed in an
unconnected case, Kam-
ran versus State of Madhya
Pradesh, without hearing
the petitioners in the Vom-
batkere group of matters.

While the top court’s
clarification may bring re-
lief to some accused per-
sons, it also creates practi-
cal problems on the
ground.

For one, the May 21 clar-
ification did not explicitly
deal with a situation in
which one accused agrees
to be subjected to proceed-
ings under Section 124A
while co-accused persons
may refuse to do so.

25M. Supreme Court’s revival of Section 124A triggers concerns over a
colonial law the country did not want

A FIE @RI URT 124A FY Iorstifaa Fa § 39 il Frepr #1 a Riaw

1 TS0 er 71gt Tgar ar

o The Supreme Court’s position on Section 124A in May 2022 was in consonance with its
judgment in I.R. Coelho versus State of Tamil Nadu that law must be in step with the
“march of time”.

HS 2022 H FHIA FIE T URT 124A T TG 3Hh HTE. AR, FITE! ToAH AfAAATS AT A

WW%Wmmﬁwwmﬁ:mgaﬁ“mﬁ?ﬁ’?mmaﬁ%@l

e Multiple writ petitions, titled S.G. Vombatkere versus Union of India, have challenged

Section 124A for violating the Fundamental Rights to free speech and expression, personal

liberty, life, and equality before the law.

.Sl S IATH HRT e ANF arel) 3aieh e ATRR3T & 4RT 124A &1 3fAcgied 6

EIAFAT, SATFAIN FATAAT, ST IR Felet & FHET HAWAA S FHiforas IFfAFRY 1 3eeiesT
e o IMYR TR YAl & TS &

e While the top court’s clarification may bring relief to some accused persons, it also creates
practical problems on the ground.

eI Fafed ~ArTerd T g TIsCl S RITTAT I TE & Fehell &, olfehel Tg STl TR T

TITAGIR THTITY 371 3Tt Xl &

e For one, the May 21 clarification did not explicitly deal with a situation in which one accused
agrees to be subjected to proceedings under Section 124A while co-accused persons may

refuse to do so.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

T 91 I8 ¢ b 21 7S T Tasear o 397 AT &1 Tuse ®T § IS oe! 5T Toae T
3R 4RT 124A & J&d HIRIATE! ST TTHAT et & [olT TEHT 8 ST i g-3TRIdT 09T it &
PR I G|

UCC will never be applied
to tribal communities, says
Shah at Red Fort conference

NEW DELHI

Addressing a Sangh Pari-
var-organised ‘Janjati San-
skritik Samagam’ at New
Delhi’s Red Fort, which he
referred to as a “Janjatiya
[tribal] Mahakumbh”, Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday assured
Scheduled Tribe commun-
ities across the country
that any form of a Uniform
Civil Code that is imple-
mented in the country will
ensure that tribal com-
munities are exempt from
its provisions.

“There is a conspiracy
under way to send the
message that the UCC will
take away tribal communi-
ties’ culture and way of life.
At this Mahakumbh here
today, as the Home Minis-
ter of the Narendra Modi-

Amit Shah

led government, I am tell-
ing you in no uncertain
terms that the UCC will not
apply anywhere in tribal
areas and to any tribal per-
son, and it will not en-
croach upon any tribal
rights,” the Home Minister
said, citing examples of Ut-
tarakhand and Gujarat, ad-
ding that this was a mes-
sage he wanted to send to
people trying to “divide”

tribal communities.

The event, organised by
the Janjati Suraksha Manch
and the Akhil Bharatiya
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, af-
filiates of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
was billed as a platform to
mobilise for the protection
of the faith, culture, and
traditions of tribal com-
munities.

The leaders of both or-
ganisations called for Con-
stitutional amendments to
give the ST classification a
religion criterion just like
the Scheduled Caste classi-
fication, and for amending
the provisions of the Pan-
chayats (Extension to the
Scheduled Areas) Act (PE-
SA) to ensure that only pe-
ople who followed the tri-
bal faith and culture are
allowed to be members of
traditional Gram Sabhas.

25M. UCC will never be applied
to tribal communities, says
Shah at Red Fort conference

T el oft SrerarTer waeTat
TR AT AT B9, Tl fhet &
TFAAA H ATE A Fel

e The event, organised by the
Janjati Suraksha Manch and the Akhil
Bharatiya Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram,
affiliates of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), was
billed as a platform to mobilise for the
protection of the faith, culture, and
traditions of tribal communities.

IE FRFH TSI TIAATF T (RSS)
O HeCH AT F&T 79 3R sf@er
HRATT Tl FHEATOT HTHH GIRT
AT fRam I a1, 3 St
HHCTAT hT JTET, FEpfer AR oI
T &1 & fAIT STeTaade e & 79 &
A gEI fohar ara|

e The leaders of both
organisations called for Constitutional

amendments to give the ST classification a religion criterion just like the Scheduled Caste
classification, and for amending the provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the
Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA) to ensure that only people who followed the tribal faith and
culture are allowed to be members of traditional Gram Sabhas.

aleAl FTSaAT oh A3 o Farenoras eiersT 1 AiaT hY 1feh IrTHfAT SAetonta Faffrtor & o
I SATfer FaffHOT I TR A AR A SiIsT oI Feh, 3R TARIT (Irqqfaa &l o
REar) afA"H (PESA) F wiaen=ir & T forar ST aTfes el STeTalldig 3T 3R

HERTCA AT GTeTeT St aTel ST &1 TRk T WA oh TEET T Teh |
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Coerced consent

Supreme Court should set aside sedition
as constitutionally unsustainable

he Indian state has not infrequently used

the colonial offence of sedition, codified

under Section 124A of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), as a tool to quell dissent. In May 2022,
the Supreme Court of India asked State and cen-
tral governments to refrain from registering new
first information reports and from taking coer-
cive measures under Section 124A in 5.G. Vom-
batkere vs Union of India while the Centre said it
would “reconsider” the provision. When the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) took effect in
2024, Parliament effectively replaced Section
124A with Section 152 and increased the mini-
mum sentence to seven years. It was sedition by a
new name. In February 2026, Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant orally observed that the Centre’s
promise in 2022 to review the provision could
not bind Parliament. As if to release the pressure
on courts, but also effectively easing the coun-
try’s passage into the BNS era, on May 21, 2026,
the Court said that if an accused person has no
objection, courts may proceed on cases involving
Section 124A. However, such consent from the ac-
cused may be coerced, especially if they lack ro-
bust legal representation, because the alternative
for the incarcerated persons is indefinite delay. It
is effectively a Hobson’s choice between bad and
worse outcomes.

Indeed, as the 2022 stay paused the use of Sec-
tion 124A pending constitutional challenge, how
meaningful an accused person’s consent to trial
can be where refusal may entail prolonged delay
is unclear. S.G. Vombatkere also provided those
charged with sedition to move for bail, meaning
liberty rather than restoring proceedings was the
intended remedy for frozen trials. The May clari-
fication swings in the other direction, and also
stands in contrast to the ‘bail is the rule’ principle
that the Court recently reinforced in Syed Iftikhar
Andrabi. If the Court wished to preserve agency,
it should have paired continuation with a pre-
sumption of bail. The 2022 stay was also intended
to annul the chilling effect of the charge of sedi-
tion on free speech. Now, wealthier or politically
connected accused persons may secure bail
through sustained litigation and wait out pro-
ceedings outside the prison, whereas poorer pri-
soners who are unable to secure bail will be com-
pelled to consent to a trial, if only to obtain a
verdict. As a result, liberty could depend on the
capacity to litigate rather than on legal princi-
ples. Finally, if the state knows that cases involv-
ing constitutionally contested offences can re-
main in limbo while the accused persons are
incarcerated, there is a perverse incentive for
bad-faith state actors to not resolve the underly-
ing uncertainty quickly. Instead of determining
once and for all whether sedition as a criminal of-
fence is constitutionally sustainable, the Court
has passed the burden to the accused and de-
clined to do its own duty.

Y HehdTl
e Asiftorelease the

25M. Coerced consent

AqdF UIod He AT

e The Supreme Court should set aside sedition as
constitutionally unsustainable.

aﬁwmaﬁmaﬁéﬂﬁmwﬁmmgﬁmw
ST TIfRu|

The Indian state and sedition law

HRAT T 3R TR Flelat

e The Indian state has not infrequently used the colonial offence
of sedition, codified under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), as a tool to quell dissent.

AR T 7 AT T GoTa & ATeIT & & F HRAT &8 Wiear (IPC)
& URT 124A F 3T9d dfgdreey iufaafie 3R Asrge F 3 IR
393197 fRaT

e In May 2022, the Supreme Court of India asked State and
central governments to refrain from registering new first information
reports and from taking coercive measures under Section 124A in S.G.
Vombatkere vs Union of India while the Centre said it would
“reconsider” the provision.

S 2022 H, IR & Haled =A™ 7 S.G. Vombatkere &= Union of
India ATH H AT UF g EHRT H gl foh o URT 124A & HJd o1
ITATAH o T TUT SHATCHS HeH 33Ty A UIgol e, STdTeh ehg o hal
% 98 57 YIaeeT W gdl’éuu HLI|

e When the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) took effect in 2024,
Parliament effectively replaced Section 124A with Section 152 and
increased the minimum sentence to seven years.

19 AR 731 Rt (BNS) 2024 # 9ol €8, 79 T o Ford &9 4
URT 124A T 4RI 152 A FIAEA1Ad Y T o1 w51 &3 i do1e
ara ay¥ & feam|

e It was sedition by a new name.
g AT ATH A T d IAST518 & AT

e In February 2026, Chief Justice of India Surya Kant orally
observed that the Centre’s promise in 2022 to review the provision could
not bind Parliament.

TIERY 2026 H, R F HEF =AM Surya Kant = #ii@e &9 & feoqofy
Fr Toh 2022 F T YTGUTA hT FHIETT Tl T chg T add THG DI ST gl

pressure on courts, but also effectively easing the country’s passage into

the BNS era, on May 21, 2026, the Court said that if an accused person has no objection,
courts may proceed on cases involving Section 124A.

AAT FATATEAT TR ST FH A TAT T T A A & BNS 3T H FALT T JIH Sfled &, 21
HS 2026 T = I = e foh Afe; Tohell ATHYF I AT o1 g, oY = I URT 124A W
TR ATAG T FoTars 1Y TgT Tohel

e However, such con
representation, bec

sent from the accused may be coerced, especially if they lack robust legal
ause the alternative for the incarcerated persons is indefinite delay.
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fehere] JTHYeF T T FEATY STEFHRY g1 Tehcll &, TAATH T S5 38 ITH GGG hlefeil
gfafaftrca = g, Fifeh SREa # d¢ afaaar & fav dsfeus Rufa srfafadewres faea g
It is effectively a Hobson’s choice between bad and worse outcomes.

Ig FTd &9 A X 3R 36 ¢ 3178 X IRUTAT & S Tk Hobson’s choice &

Indeed, as the 2022 stay paused the use of Section 124A pending constitutional challenge,
how meaningful an accused person’s consent to trial can be where refusal may entail
prolonged delay is unclear.

areda #, HYfeh 2022 & T RN A HAeITeeh Follcll ST Tgat cleh URT 124A o 3T Y Aeh
e o, safere O Rty & STgT 3rediepfcl & el fareia g1 FehdT g, TG T GofaTs &
TEAT el A1 AT ST Tehcll ¥, Tg TISE o781 &

S.G. Vombatkere also provided those charged with sedition to move for bail, meaning liberty
rather than restoring proceedings was the intended remedy for frozen trials.

S.G. Vombatkere HIHe! H JTSTalE o 3R STTFIAT Sl STATAT & 3Tded el i JTTAfT off
&Y a1 o, TSR 31T I8 T Toh TR HeheraAl 3 HaTEr Ge: YR3T el oh TUTeT R T Fcll

TGTeT el 81 3662 AT

The May clarification swings in the other direction, and also stands in contrast to the ‘bail is
the rule’ principle that the Court recently reinforced in Syed Iftikhar Andrabi.

HS 1 g TIsear faudia e 7 St udid 8Id § a7 I8 «a1ameld §aRT g1t &1 & Syed Iftikhar
Andrabi HHE & YeT: ggg T a0 ST forae ¢ [eeia & off faodia &1
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Now, only two young States haven't had a coalition govi.

With Vijay's TVK regime accommodating its allies in its Cabinet, Tamil Nadu has joined eight other States ruled by coalition governments in 2026

CSIEPolty ]
DATA POINT H The data for the charts are sourced from the Election Commission of India and Lok Dhaba. The dataset maintained
Share in power |

KK. Kailash, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad, was used for verification for some years

%m. . Chart 1: State-wise single-party and coalition governmens formed over the years. The key criterion used to define a single-party rule i the non-participation of
Jwaala Narasimhs any other parties or independents in the Cabinets. Each dot represents a new type of government formed in a year
Iwaala Narasimhan Single party ® Coalition ® President’s Rule
n May 13, 2026, when the Chnatisgarh _ . ]
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
led by C. Joseph Vijay, Dekhi e e
which fell short of the 118 seats Sikkim H et [T % T
needed to form a government, Telangana WP B
won the vote of confidence in the imachal Pradesh
Tamil Nadu (T.N.) Assembly, histo- L]
ry repeated itself in the State.
In 1952, the T.N. Assembly be- Gujarat
came the first legislative body in Tamil Nady [—8————
Independent India to witness a andhra Pradesh - —e~
motion of no confidence, which L4
the Congress party won after C. Madhya Pradesh | R
Rajagopalachari formed the first Rajasthan ‘* —
coalition government in the coun- Mizoram ‘
try. For the next 74 years, Tamil Odisha ]
Nadu remained among a handful |
of outliers in the country to have ArunachalPradesh |
never had a coalition government, L R
mainly due to the domination of Tripura
the DMK and the AIADMK. Even in Kamataks |—e-e-o—|
2006 when the DMK fell short of a
majority, it did not have to accom- Haryana
modate its allies in the Cabinet. Jammiy & Kashmir |~
Though Mr. Vijay had expressed Assam S
his party’s willingness to share Uttar Pradesh f—e——o——
power even in 2024, the fractured harkhand
mandate made it a necessity to ac-
commodate the Congress, the VCK Puducherry
and the IUML in the Cabinet. West Bengal ————%—
Now, only the young States of
Chhattisgarh  and  Tel .
formed respectively in 2000 and Harlour
2014, remain the outliers among Nagaland
the major States by never having a Goa
coalition government (Chart 1). Bihar {——————8————~
The dominance of the Congress Meghalaya ‘ °¢ 8 L Ll Ll ©%¢s o ®eoee ® ® ®
was first challenged in the 1967 | . . s e . [ .o . o *le . .
elections, a crucial point in India’s Kerala | . .

politics as the party failed to se- 1980

cure a majority in a number of ma-

Jor States, including Uttar Pradesh, Chart 2: The number of parties

B'har’, T'N_" and Kerala. L. represented in the Lok Sabha
This shift towards coalitions and sharply increased in 1967. This

the emergence of regional parties trend, after peaking in the 1990s, [
is also reflected in the number of declined with the BJP's emergence
parties represented in the Lok Sab- as the single largest party in 2014

ha from 1967 (Chart 2). It also

shows the emergence of the BJP. NN INC I B.JP W Janata Party

I CPI(M) Samajwadi Party
I DMK I Janata Dal Others

(With inputs from Sambavi Par-
hy and Devyanshi Bihani)

e e e e e e e e e T B I st
1962 1967 1971 1977 1980 198 1989 1991 199 1998 1999 2004 2009 2014 2019 2024

25M. Now, only two young States haven’t had a coalition govt.

379 Fael &1 AT Tl A ToauT THER A @

e |n 1952, the T.N. Assembly became the first legislative body in Independent India to withess
a motion of no confidence, which the Congress party won after C. Rajagopalachari formed
the first coalition government in the country.

1952 &, T.N. Assembly TadT HRA T Tgail 04T faemdt Teem s+t forae srfaeary uedra ¢&r,
fSI& Congress 9rét s C. Rajagopalachari GaRT 2T I Ugell TG TIHR Jalled & &G Sid
o)

e [Forthe next 74 years, Tamil Nadu remained among a handful of outliers in the country to
have never had a coalition government, mainly due to the domination of the DMK and the
AIADMK.

39Tel 74 TSt ek IAIATg 22T o 3o e 379dTe AT 3 il TgT 5161 3l IS TIhHR A
SafY, fSraehT 7T HROT DMK 3R AIADMK T 98 7|

e The dominance of the Congress was first challenged in the 1967 elections, a crucial point in
India’s politics as the party failed to secure a majority in a number of major States, including
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, T.N., and Kerala.
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e This shift towards coalitions and the emergence of regional parties is also reflected in the

number of parties represented in the Lok Sabha from 1967 (Chart 2).

TSI TAl T T 30T Tg TR TUT &I ol T 36T 1967 ¥ Lok Sabha & wfafafaes

et aTor gat dhT TEaT 7 off aRef@a aar &l
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What is China’s Hainan FTP initiative?

et T TATT THED IgeT FAT 7

25M

Apply for a personal loan after reading this

U Tgo & 1 & IHA dlel & foT 3maea &Y

What is China’s Hainan FTP initiative?

How has Hainan free trade port changed tariffs and trade rules? Why is

the FTP attracting new enterprises? What benefits are businesses gaining? How are the

duty-free system and visafree policy boosting tourism and consumption? What strategic role does FTP play in China’s comparison with Hong Kong?

EXPLAINER
Vighnesh P. Venkitesh

The story so far:

ainan, China’s southernmost
province and a tropical island
in the South China Sea, has

come to the forefront of the
country’s modern-era opening-up efforts
with the beginning of its free trade port
(FTP) and customs closure in December.
Envisioned as a ‘landmark leap’ into
economic ease, China is trying to set up a
business hub in the island province aimed
at attracting global and local customers
with the appeal of zero tariffs, low
personal taxes, and simplified flow of
commuters and data.

What is the free trade port initiative?
The plan for the FTP in Hainan was first
unveiled on June 1, 2020. The FTP was
officially launched on December 18, 2025,
with island-wide special customs
operations implementing the policy of
“freer access at the first line, regulated
access at the second line, and free flow
within the island”. Under the initiative,
tariff barriers on trade were removed
from the island with the closure of
ordinary customs operations, enabling
easier imports. While the island remains
an integral part of China, it has now
become a neutral zone for international
trade, with regular customs procedures
and tariffs applying only to goods entering
the Chinese mainland from the island.
Visa-free entry for people from 86
countries is also expected to boost
tourism.

Hainan will be a “new frontier of
opening up, hub for regional cooperation
and engine for economic globalisation,”
said Wang Bin, spokesperson for the
Chinese Communist Party’s Hainan
Committee, ahead of the official opening
of the FTP. He added that the FTP would
help save 860 million RMB in tariffs
annually while creating investment
opportunities for Chinese enterprises in
the Global South.

Hainan. VIGHNESH P. VENKITESH

How will the initiative help China’s
trade?

The island-wide special customs
operation is seen as an opportunity to
“deepen reforms in key sectors, steadily
advance high-quality development,
improve risk prevention, and build the
FTP into a leading gateway for China’s
opening-up in the new era,” He Lifeng,
Chinese Vice-Premier, said at the launch
of the FTP on December 18.

Since the launch, the number of
tariff-free product categories has
expanded from around 1,900 to 6,600,
while the share of goods eligible for zero
tariffs has risen from 21% to 74%. Global
Times reported that 3,265 foreign-invested
enterprises registered in the FTP between
December 18 and December 31, while
over 30,000 foreign trade registration
enterprises were added in 2025.

According to Haikou Customs, goods
worth around 753 million yuan (about
$107 million) were imported into Hainan
in the first few months after the FTP’s
opening. The value of processed and
value-added goods brought into the
mainland during the same period stood at
around 85.9 million yuan.

How are businesses benefiting?
The establishment of the FTP has drawn
numerous industries to the island. The M1

The International Yacht Centre at Sanya Central Business District, a key tourist and industrial hub in

Coffee Dream Factory in Wanning is one
such enterprise benefiting from the
initiative. “We import coffee beans for
RMB 1,100 per kilo from Panama, which
cost RMB 1,700 per kilo on the mainland,”
said Tong Shuo, director of M1.

Hainan Ausca International Oils and
Grains Co., Ltd., established with a total
investment of 3.5 billion RMB, is among
the first enterprises operating within the
FTP. It piloted the import tariff exemption
policy to produce goods with at least 30%
added value after processing. The group
started construction in September 2020,
soon after the FTP plan was unveiled, and
opened its first production line in April
2021. It now has a production line of 2
million tonnes per year.

How does the initiative encourage
consumers?

The FTP has also opened Hainan to
individual consumers.

Sanya, the province’s main tourist hub,
houses the China Duty Free centre, with a
collection of global and local brands
competing for customers. The CDF offers
a shopping experience for both
international tourists and mainland
residents, provided they present a return
ticket at entry. Local residents, however,
face a shopping cap of 1,00,000 RMB per
person per year and must travel out of the

25M. What is China’s Hainan FTP initiative?

AT Y AT THAY ggT FATE?

province once a year.

“The FTP is expected to bring benefits
with an increase in overseas visitors,
which will boost spending and help the ) 4
local economy,” said Bai Xue, deputy
general manager at Sanya CDF. “The
visa-free policy will help us provide a
window to showcase Chinese culture to enabling “freer access at the
the world, while introducing local brands first line, regulated access at
and shifting focus from the world to the second line, and free flow

THE GIST

Hainan has launched its free
trade port (FTP) with

China,” she added. within the island,” along with
‘The Global Times reported that zero tariffs, lower taxes and
offshore duty-free shopping in Hainan simplified movement of trade,
exceeded 2 billion RMB since the FTP’s people and data.

opening, with more than 3,00,000 -

shoppers. Haikou and Sanya, the two

major cities of the province, have seen the ~ The FTP s attracting

fastest growth in inbound flight ticket foreign-invested enterprises
bookings. and boosting trade, tourism
and consumption through
expanded tariff-free products,
duty-free shopping, visa-free
entry for 86 countries, and
growing investment and trade
volumes since its launch.

‘What does China seek to gain with
Hainan?

‘While Hainan is on its way to further
China’s strategy of economic opening up,
there are multiple factors affecting its
success. Unlike Hong Kong — one of the
world’s leading financial hubs, being a
special administrative region under the
Chinese government, with its own legal
system, currency, and independent
membership in international trade
organisations — Hainan is China in all
perspectives and domain.

With a customs-free, tariff-free, region
outside the mainland that follows all other
legal and constitutional provisions, China
has made both a partner and competitor
to Hong Kong in Hainan. China now has
an open economic and tourist zone at the
northern end of the much-contested
South China Sea, with fresh and vast
economic opportunities compared to
congested Hong Kong.

The geopolitical and economic
implications of Hainan, and its output to
China, which seeks to attain “socialist
modernisation” in the coming decade,
will be unveiled in time.

For now, the Hainan experiment is
attracting eyes and its baby strides are
firm.

(The writer was in China at the invitation of
the China Public Diplomacy association)
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Hainan Free Trade Port initiative
HEGIG) ﬂﬁ'w §cdg Ygol

Hainan, China’s southernmost province and a tropical island in the South China Sea, has
come to the forefront of the country’s modern-era opening-up efforts with the beginning of its
free trade port (FTP) and customs closure in December.

Hainan, ST et & T&d gfatoll 9T a7 South China Sea # Ud U& ISk feadfia @ g,
TR # 371941 free trade port (FTP) 3R AT Yoeh e cHaEUT T A&3Tcl & HIY 20 o 3Mefereh
AT o SERIHIUT FITEI o ehe; 7 3T AT R |

Envisioned as a “landmark leap” into economic ease, China is trying to set up a business hub

in the island province aimed at attracting global and local customers with the appeal of zero
tariffs, low personal taxes, and simplified flow of commuters and data.

311f¥es gararar i e 7 e Selier & €9 & Hioud 36 Ig & Hddd, 9 34 iy
TcT A Ueh SATATRE she; T a1 T JARH F @7 &, ToTHHT 3662 Yrd Yosh, F STl
T, AT AT TG 3T & XA TTg & TRYT & ATeTH T Jfaer 3T TUTNT Igeh! &1 3Mhiva
HLAT g

What is the free trade port initiative?
HeFd SATIR TETIMTE ool F41 87

The plan for the FTP in Hainan was first unveiled on June 1, 2020.
HainanﬁFTPaﬁrmamqgaﬁmlagzozoaﬁqaaaﬁr?rézm

The FTP was officially launched on December 18, 2025, with island-wide special customs
operations implementing the policy of “freer access at the first line, regulated access at the
second line, and free flow within the island”.

FTP &1 AT &7 & 18 fHR 2025 I GReT foham 31T, foraed R edia o {3y diar geeh
TITeleT & HAETH W “ggell QAT W 3 Tl Jaer, ga@d W1 R fafaafad gaer, ik edia &
MR FyF garg” Y A amay Ay a7 |

Under the initiative, tariff barriers on trade were removed from the island with the closure of
ordinary customs operations, enabling easier imports.

SH g & 3T, JHeS AT ok FelTele] T HHATCH FHlch edT § SATITReR Yoh STLT3T Y
geT T a3, TS 3mand 3178 aer gY aram|

While the island remains an integral part of China, it has now become a neutral zone for
international trade, with regular customs procedures and tariffs applying only to goods
entering the Chinese mainland from the island.

mﬁa‘ga@q%ﬂamﬁ%%ﬂmgﬂ& T ot 39 Ig ARSI IR & folT Th
Y &1 o<1 ITT 8, STEl THT AT Yoeh TThaTt X Qesh sharel 3oT aEJIHT O oL 81 & i
T & el HEe A & g AL 8|

Visa-free entry for people from 86 countries is also expected to boost tourism.

86 22T o oillT & TNT dSTT-FeFe Faer & GhesT 1 off dorar ffer 1 3aaT g

Hainan will be a “new frontier of opening up, hub for regional cooperation and engine for
economic globalisation,” said Wang Bin, spokesperson for the Chinese Communist Party’s
Hainan Committee, ahead of the official opening of the FTP.

Chinese Communist Party’s Hainan Committee & Ja&dr Wang Bin = FTP & 318
3cues W qd el i Hainan “3gRIe0T T 7S AT, 811 Fe e 1 g 31T 3f¥en dedieor
FI STeT” T

He added that the FTP would help save 860 million RMB in tariffs annually while creating
investment opportunities for Chinese enterprises in the Global South.
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Since the launch, the number of tariff-free product categories has expanded from around
1,900 to 6,600, while the share of goods eligible for zero tariffs has risen from 21% to 74%.

QBT & ST, U Yoeh-Febel ScTe; ATOTHT hT HEAT w7877 1,900 H TG 6,600 81 T8 &, STelfeh
Y Yeeh o T TEI3AT T TN 21% A TGohT 74% 1 AT & |

The M1 Coffee Dream Factory in Wanning is one such enterprise benefiting from the
initiative.

Wanning ffad M1 Coffee Dream Factory 38 Ygel & olT#Tfedd glel dTel UH & 36TAT H & Th
J

“We import coffee beans for RMB 1,100 per kilo from Panama, which cost RMB 1,700 per kilo
on the mainland,” said Tong Shuo, director of M1.

M1 & T2 Tong Shuo & FgT, “67 Panama ¥ 1,100 RMB 9Tt fRellaIe &t ex & sty died
T Y &, STafeh HEIHA & SHAT Tl 1,700 RMB FieT feheitanat giel &1”

Hainan Ausca International Oils and Grains Co., Ltd., established with a total investment
of 3.5 billion RMB, is among the first enterprises operating within the FTP.

3.5 f[§forasT RMB %Fﬁ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ Hainan Ausca International Oils and Grains Co.,
Ltd., FTP & 37d3d SR &el dTel IRTHS 3¢TA H & T ¢

With a customs-free, tariff-free region outside the mainland that follows all other legal and
constitutional provisions, China has made both a partner and competitor to Hong Kong in
Hainan.

ACTHA A e AT Ueh AT Yoh-Febcl 3R Yoeh-Ferc 819 o T H, S 31w T refeht 3R
HaETeTeh ITTTAT ST UTeled T &, AleT o Hainan &I Hong Kong 3T @@t 3R gfaeaedf gt
gorr feam B

China now has an open economic and tourist zone at the northern end of the much-contested
South China Sea, with fresh and vast economic opportunities compared to congested Hong
Kong.

379 =T o U e faarfed South China Sea & 3T BR W Ueh Gell 31T 3R qdiee
817 &, S $Ms97Ts aTer Hong Kong &1 JofetT 3 7T 31 faremet 3nfdies 3ra sreret atar ¢

The geopolitical and economic implications of Hainan, and its output to China, which seeks to
attain “socialist modernisation” in the coming decade, will be unveiled in time.

Hainan & ${-Irsfeilfcish 3R 3 T81a, 7T 3T g2reh & “FareTdrer e foehrehioT et
T ol TIeT ST JTTehIETT H SHT {THRT, THY & WY TISCE gIa |
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Apply for a
personal

loan after
reading this

Santosh Agarwal

When looking for a personal loan,
your credit profile, income stability,
employer profile and existing
obligations are evaluated closely by
lenders. Even small gaps can lead to
higher borrowing costs or outright
rejection. Here are a few aspects you
should consider before you apply for a
personal loan.

High credit score

One of the primary metrics of
assessment is the credit profile of the
borrower. A strong credit profile with
a credit score of 760 or above
positions borrowers as strong
applicants and may help you get the
loan at lower interest rates and
preferential loan terms. However, a
credit score below 700 directly pushes
you into the high-cost or rejection
bucket.

Reaching the threshold requires
consistent and disciplined efforts like
repaying dues on time, avoiding
multiple loan applications within a
short period of time, keeping credit
utilisation low and more.

Stable income
Lenders assess mainly two aspects of
a borrower — intent and capacity to
pay. While the intent to pay is
established using the credit profile of
the borrower, the capacity to repay is
derived from the income of the
borrower. Even though the general
notion stands that high income
supports easy loan approval,
contradictions remain. High income
may be an important signal, but the
stability of that high income matters
equally. A consistent, stable income is
given preference over a fluctuating
high income.
Salaried consumers employed with
the central or state governments, large
. MNCs, reputed private organisations
and those with more than a couple of
years of stable employment have a
more predictable income trend.
Lenders perceive it as less risky and
may offer loans at lower rates and
better terms. On the other hand, an
unstable employment record with
frequent job hopping can lower your
chances of approval.
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Existing credit burden

Existing debt obligations can also
potentially shrink the room for fresh
credit. Lenders prefer applicants to
have their debt to obligation ratio
within 50-55% including the EMI of
the proposed loan. Individuals
planning for fresh credit should take
their existing obligations into account
and bring their debt within the
lenders’ preferred bracket to boost
their chances of approval. Paying off
smaller loans or restructuring existing
debt can help bring the ratio within a
comfortable range and improve
eligibility.

Keep documents ready

Any error or discrepancy in
documents may also lead to rejection.
Before submitting documents,
borrowers should thoroughly review it
and correct errors, if any. At the same
time, borrowers should update details
in the documents, if needed. Before
applying, they should keep their
employment and income records,
bank statements, along with KYC
documents such as PAN and Aadhaar
ready for submission.

Choose the right lender

Eligibility criteria may vary across
lenders. One of the most optimal ways
of boosting approval chances involves
shortlisting lenders whose eligibility
criteria you meet comfortably. Also,
don’t forget to check for personalised
offers from banks and NBFCs where
you have an existing relationship.
Comparing loan offers first and
selecting the most suitable one not
only increases your chances of
approval but also limits the number of
hard inquiries.

Apply for an optimal amount
One common mistake is applying for
the maximum loan amount you are
eligible for rather than the loan
amount you actually need. Higher
loan amounts usually carry higher risk
for lenders, thus inviting stricter
scrutiny. Applying for a loan amount
in line with your repayment capacity
and current obligations boost your
chances of approval.

(The writer is CEOQ, Paisabazaar)

25M. Apply for a personal
loan after reading this

Y UgA & 91 &1 YUl el
¥ AT 3maeT HY

e When looking for a
personal loan, your credit profile,
income stability, employer profile
and existing obligations are
evaluated closely by lenders.

S 3T qhAS el oled ol A ,
Al RUTETAT 3T hise Twge, 31T
1 TR, fordierar fwrser 3R
FiSeT SeteTRET 1 SR & e
FA &

e Even small gaps can lead

to higher borrowing costs or
outright rejection.

BIEI-BIET HfAT i 3178 Famy
AT AT A TSt 3rEdTehel 8let ol
HROT T bl & |

e Here are a few aspects you
should consider before you apply
for a personal loan.

IgT F& U] ST AT & foid
3T9ehT T8Il lel h TolT 3TTdgeT
I H Ugel [aaR e arfeu|

High credit score

3T $hise TR

e One of the primary metrics
of assessment is the credit profile
of the borrower.

Hedichel & T Hielhl H ¥ Th
SYRHAT T Hi3C ABEA gl 2

e A strong credit profile with
a credit score of 760 or above
positions borrowers as strong
applicants and may help you get
the loan at lower interest rates and
preferential loan terms.

760 1 388 30F F FRT R
aTeN HTET $hiST WISl SURH
Y FSIGT 3T & &I & TE&dd

FIAT & 3R FH SIS ST TAT AT AT 2Tl TR FUT ey & Feg T Thar &
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When

prepaying
loan is

optimal
GS Iil: Fconomy |
THINKINVESTOR

For most, the sooner they
pay off a loan, the less
anxious they feel; it is then
emotionally optimal to
prepay the loan

Venkatesh Bangaruswamy

Our investing and spending decisions
require trade-offs. We typically weigh
these trade-offs but often arrive at a
decision based on our emotions. In
this article, we discuss one such
trade-off you may face. If you just
received an unexpected amount of
cashflow either from an inheritance or
from a long-forgotten claim, what will
you do: Invest the money or prepay
your existing loan?

For most, the sooner they pay off a
loan, the less anxious they feel. If you
are one of them, then it is emotionally
optimal to prepay the loan. For
others, a simple back-of-the-envelope
calculation is useful. This involves
comparing the expected investment
returns with interest saved by
prepaying the loan. Suppose you
invest the cash flow in a fund with
expected post-tax returns of 10%. If
the interest rate on the loan is 9%,
then you should invest the amount
and continue paying your loan as per
the original schedule. This is because
the investment return is greater than
the interest rate paid on the loan.
Also, if this loan is towards your
self-occupied house, you are building
equity in the property as you repay
your loan, in addition to investing the
unexpected cash flow. Some who are
risk-takers may even choose to invest
the cash flow in derivatives to increase
returns.
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The above argument does not
consider income variability. What if
your current employment is an
industry that has seen massive
disruptions because of AI? If you feel
anxious about your future income, are
you comfortable carrying a loan? If
not, it may be better to prepay the
loan. Note that if you are concerned
about your future income, it is highly
unlikely that you will invest
aggressively. That means you are
more likely to lean towards bonds
than equity; the expected returns on
the investments are likely to be lower
than the interest rate on the loan.

The decision between prepaying a
loan and investing the cash is one of
the many trade-offs we must make.
Other trade-offs include buying a
house or renting one for
self-occupation. If all these decisions
are based on simple economics, life
would be easier. Unfortunately, we
often yield to our emotions which can
bias our decisions. So, what is optimal
from an emotional perspective may
not always be economically
meaningful. But emotions are
important for a holistic financial
wellbeing. Therefore, prepaying a
loan with unexpected cash may be
optimal.

(The author offers training
programmes for individuals to manage
their personal investments)

e However, a credit score below
700 directly pushes you into the high-
cost or rejection bucket.

gTolifeh, 700 & & T hise THR AL
3TIehT 31T ST AT 3ediehic T Aoty

HAT AT gl

¢ Reaching the threshold
requires consistent and disciplined
efforts like repaying dues on time,
avoiding multiple loan applications
within a short period of time, keeping
credit utilisation low and more.

3 TR T Tg e o T qAT R
ST T, ol THI H Fg elled
3TAC F TTAT, hisc YR FHH TGAT
3R 317 TR ST 3R gy
gl

Stable income

v 3y

e Lenders assess mainly two
aspects of a borrower — intent and
capacity to pay.

RUTCTAT HET &9 & SURdT o al
TE 3T T MTehelal il § — ITcATeT T
FToT 3 ST T &
e While the intent to pay is

established using the credit profile of
the borrower, the capacity to repay is

derived from the income of the borrower.

STET AT T STBT SURT h shise hrser & Freiie gieh &, aeh agaretret hr

&THAT 3T 3T & TT eraT &1

e High income may be an important signal, but the stability of that high

income matters equally.

31T 31T Teh FHgcaqoT Heve &1 Hehell o, oHehel 38 3T T FEET 8 3 &

HEcaqUT Bl B

e A consistent, stable income is given preference over a fluctuating high income.
HAFAT 321 3 Y JoIeT 7 TR 3R FAATAT 37 Y Jr AR &Y STl &1

e  Salaried consumers employed with the central or state governments, large MNCs, reputed
private organisations and those with more than a couple of years of stable employment have
a more predictable income trend.

&g IT AT TR, 37 TATAH, Ui fSsd fAsh Temt 7 HRRd ad=siel et gor w3
vt & TR Aol e dTel & 3T 31Teeh 3TTATT Hl STl B

e Lenders prefer applicants to have their debt to obligation ratio within 50-55% including the
EMI of the proposed loan.

RUTEIAT g & foh 3Tdcehl T RUT-GICAT HeTUTeT TEATTA oAleT hT $THINTE Aiged 50-55% &

A &l
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Bindu Py dan

Meera and her husband
Harsh (names changed to
protect privacy) sit quietly
inside the waiting room of
a fertility clinic in south
Delhi. In their late 30s,
they have spent the last
four years trying to have a
child. “We turned to assist-
ed fertility treatment in
our early 30s and are now
in the geriatric pregnancy
category, which comes
with additional health
risks,” Harsh says.

Meera adjusts a pile of
prescriptions on her lap to
hide her tears before she
begins speaking. “Four
years ago | quit my job.
Trying to get pregnant is a
full-time job,” she says.
“The treatment is exhaust-
ing - physically, emotion-
ally, and financially. We
borrowed money from re-
latives. This month I sold
the gold my parents gave
me for my wedding so we
could continue treatment.”

“If a robust government
service was available, we
would never have opted
for private treatment,”
Harsh says as other cou-
ples nod in agreement.

While the World Health
Organization (WHO) states
that one in six adults glo-
bally is impacted by infer-
tility during their repro-

25M. The real cost of infertility

ductive years, for India this
number stands at 10-15%,
according to the Union
Health Ministry’s estimate.

On the periphery
What makes infertility a
challenge in India is that
despite the growing num-
bers, this medical condi-
tion has received negligible
attention as a public health
issue. This translates into
no major public health pol-
icies and services in the
sector. With negligible in-
surance coverage, hyper
concentration of services
in the private sector and al-
most no government facili-
ty offering cutting-edge
technology, people are
funding their treatment.
According to  World
Bank and National Family
Health Survey-5 data, In-
dia’s total fertility rate has
fallen from about 3.4 births
per woman in the early
1990s to close to 2.0 today.
States such as Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu, Karnataka, And-
hra Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Punjab, and
West Bengal have already
fallen below replacement
level. Fertility rates in ur-
ban India are even lower.
“The absence of a struc-
tured public health policy
on infertility reflects a se-
rious disconnect between

constitutional ~ promises
and healthcare realities.
Reproductive autonomy

cannot be selectively re-

The real cost of infertility

As fertility rates fall. infertility care is

ailable mainly through

privately owned healthcare facilities and to those who
can afford it. According to experts, reproductive rights cannot

focus only on contraception, abortion, and maternity while leaving

infertility treatment out of the conversation

cognised only in the con-
text of contraception,
abortion, or maternity
while ignoring infertility
care,” says Sonam Chand-
wani, managing partner at
KS Legal & Associates.

A single in-vitro fertiliza-
tion (IVF) cycle in India can
cost anywhere between 1
lakh and ¥2.5 lakh in priv-
ate hospitals. Many cou-
ples require multiple cy-
cles before a woman gets

mﬁaﬁﬁwm

While the World Health Organization (WHO) states that one in six adults globally is

impacted by infertility during their reproductive years, for India this number stands at 10-15%,

pregnant. Medication, hor-
mone injections, investiga-
tions, and travel expenses
push costs even higher.
Private clinics provide
everything from ovulation-
inducing medication and
intrauterine insemination
(IUD) to IVF, intracytoplas-
mic sperm injection (ICSD),
donor programmes, and
egg freezing. Basic fertility
treatment may cost bet-
ween ¥5,000 and ¥25,000.

Advanced fertlity care remains inaccessible to a large section of the population, say experts. FILE PHOTO

Ul procedures generally
range between 8,000 and
35,000 per cycle. IVF cy-
cles usually cost between
380,000 and 2.5 lakh,
while advanced proce-
dures involving donor
eggs, embryo freezing or
ICSI can cross 35 lakh.
Infertility is one of the
country's least discussed
healthcare crises, says Ri-
chika Sahay Shukla, co-
founder and medical direc-

according to the Union Health Ministry’s estimate.

STe1 fared FaReed Harser (WHO) & (TR faed ER W g% OF H & Ueh GIEh 370 Yoletad asit 7

tor of India IVF Fertility,
which operates in several
centres in north India.
“Couples often come to us
after years of trying, after
exhausting much of their
savings, and carrying enor-
mous emotional pressure.”

She says advanced fertil-
ity care still remains inac-
cessible to a large section
of the population. “Few go-
vernment hospitals pro-
vide infertility treatment at
scale, and most proce-
dures are still paid for en-
tirely out of pocket be-
cause insurance coverage
remains extremely limit-
ed,” she says.

Fertility as a business
Over the last two decades,
fertility treatment in India
has expanded from a niche
urban speciality into a ra-
pidly growing healthcare
business. Large IVF chains
are now moving into tier-2
and tier-3 cities. Industry
estimates suggest the In-
dian IVF market, valued at
nearly $1 billion in 2025,
could more than triple ov-
er the next decade.

India currently has ap-
proximately 3,879 regis-
tered Assisted Reproduc-
tive Technology (ART)
clinics, 835 ART banks, and
681 registered surrogacy

The registry was esta-
blished under the Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Act, 2021, and
the Surrogacy (Regulation)
Act, 2021, which made re-
gistration mandatory for
fertility and IVF providers
across the country.

Poonam Muttreja, exec-
utive director of the Popu-
lation Foundation of India,
says India’s fertility debate
has historically focused
more on population con-
trol than on reproductive
aspirations.  “Infertility
treatment in India still de-
pends largely on private
healthcare and the ability
to pay,” she says. “There is
no comprehensive public
health framework that ful-
ly integrates infertility care
into reproductive health-
care systems at scale.”

According to her, a hea-
vily privatised fertility sec-
tor creates deep inequali-
ties in access, affordability,
and quality of care.

Legally speaking

Doctors, activists, and le-
gal experts say the rapid
commercial expansion of
fertility care has created
difficult ethical and regula-
tory questions. Legal ques-
tions surrounding infertili-
ty treatment are becoming

clinics, to the

live dashboard of the Na-
tional ART & Surrogacy Re-
gistry under the Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare.

Under Article 21, Indian
courts have repeatedly in-
terpreted the right to life as
including dignity, health-

care, and reproductive
choice.

Those who work with
the law argue that repro-
ductive autonomy cannot
be recognised only in the
context of contraception,
, or maternity
while infertility treatment
remains largely ignored.
“Reproductive rights can-
not stop at the right to
avoid pregnancy,” Chand-
wani says. “They must also
include the ability to pur-
sue parenthood with digni-
ty and reasonable access to
health care.”

In India, infertility isn't
just a medical condition
but a structural collapse
aided by unequal access to
remedial health care, in-
adequate public invest-
ment, and a near-total
eclipse as a public health

issue.

Back in the waiting
room in south Delhi, as
couples leave following
their consultations, a spec-
trum of emotions fill the
room. Some look hopeful,
others confused, and still
others worried.

After her consultation,
Meera folds her prescrip-
tions carefully into her
bag. The couple is sche-
duled to return next week.
“We've stopped planning
too far ahead,” Harsh says
quietly. “Right now, we are
only trying to keep going”

bindu.p@thehindu.co.in

FisT9eT @ Tfad a1 &, I& ARG F Ug TE&AT 10-15% &, ST I AT Tareey #Ie T &
3T Al H AT IATE |

On the periphery

R W

e According to World Bank and National Family Health Survey-5 data, India’s total fertility rate
has fallen from about 3.4 births per woman in the early 1990s to close to 2.0 today.
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fareg ¥ 3 Tedir aRER FareeT FET0T-5 & ilehsl & TR, SR 1 Fel Fotelel &X 1990 &

QBT aut & fey AT STaTsHer 3.4 STod F TeehT TS ST 2.0 T 1S B

States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra,
Punjab, and West Bengal have already fallen below replacement level.

I, ATAAATZ, FoATeH, Y T, AAMAT, HERISE, TSI IR TREIH T S T Tgel &1
TR R & A 96T I E

A single in-vitro fertilization (IVF) cycle in India can cost anywhere between %1 lakh and
%2.5 lakh in private hospitals.

R H i 3cudrell & veh go1-fae wiéamsaters (IVF) T $ arerd 31 g & 22.5 o dh
g FdT Bl

Many couples require multiple cycles before a woman gets pregnant.

s cufadl ot AT & 7T gt T Ugor S Tshi T ITALIHAT ISl ¢

Medication, hormone injections, investigations, and travel expenses push costs even higher.
ZaTsyT, gATT SR, ST 3T AT W 5T IETd 1 3T 3170 sar e §1

Private clinics provide everything from ovulation-inducing medication and intrauterine
insemination (1UI) to IVF, intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI), donor programmes, and
egg freezing.

forsh fFerfoten 3fexerers dgret arel gatsal, serae e s (U1), IVF, Seremsecanfsas
T ST (ICSI), SR T 3T war shfSier Sy @it Yart gere wia &1

Basic fertility treatment may cost between ¥5,000 and ¥25,000.

HoraTd BiEfaré 3T Y ofreTe 5,000 & 25,000 ofeh &1 Hehell & |

IUI procedures generally range between 8,000 and 35,000 per cycle.

U1 93T T ST ATATI: 9id =sh 38,000 ¥ 35,000 & &< 8l &

IVF cycles usually cost between 380,000 and %2.5 lakh, while advanced procedures involving
donor eggs, embryo freezing or ICSI can cross %5 lakh.

IVF T TTHIA: 280,000 ¥ 22.5 oI deh @it gid &, STafeh 311 war, ufray iifSier ar Ics|
ST IeAd UThATT 35 oI T 31T T &1 TehT &

Infertility is one of the country’s least discussed healthcare crises, says Richika Sahay
Shukla, cofounder and medical director of India IVF Fertility, which operates in several
centres in north India.

3 ART H FS g, aTfold e arell India IVF Fertility Y Og-geammes 3R AfSed sSRRF
F AHT ETT AFAT il & 1o SISTIT G2 oh Hol hal TaT fohT STTe aTel FARY Hehel A § Th
gl

India currently has approximately 3,879 registered Assisted Reproductive Technology
(ART) clinics, 835 ART banks, and 681 registered surrogacy clinics, according to the live
dashboard of the National ART & Surrogacy Registry under the Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare.

FAELY 3R IRAR FEAT0T AT F 3N AT ART TF AT IFED & o1ga SeEis &
3TTER, HIR H FcIHT H o318l 3,879 Usiiehcl WeTdS FoteTel deheileh (ART) fFafars, 835 ART
de 3R 681 doiieh T fFafas &

The registry was established under the Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation)

Act, 2021, and the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021, which made registration mandatory
for fertility and IVF providers across the country.

g TS Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act, 2021 3iR Surrogacy
(Regulation) Act, 2021 & dgd TUTRIT FI 313 oY, foT=r G2rer 7 wiefordr 3R IVF geramsit &
fore goftentor 3ifaart &< |

Under Article 21, Indian courts have repeatedly interpreted the right to life as including dignity,
healthcare, and reproductive choice.
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TG 21 o HANT AR =T o TR-AR St & HTARR hT egredT ARAT, Ty
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e Those who work with the law argue that reproductive autonomy cannot be recognised only in
the context of contraception, abortion, or maternity while infertility treatment remains largely
ignored.

HIeTeT o &1 H S el dTel AN T deh § Toh ToTeTer FARATAT bl charol aTeifore, arsfare ar

AT & HEdT H AT 161 &I Sff Feell, STaTeh AISTeT 3TAR T 3 YA W 3T dr & e
o “Reproductive rights cannot stop at the right to avoid pregnancy,” Chandwani says.

Tl el &, “Ttelel JTARI Shael ITURUT H I F PR de TfAT 781 | Thd I”

e “They must also include the ability to pursue parenthood with dignity and reasonable access
to health care.”

“SeTH TRAT & T ATAT-RAAT FTex 7 &TA AR TAee Fant e 37 ag ofr vt gt
afgel”

¢ In India, infertility isn’t just a medical condition but a structural collapse aided by unequal
access to remedial health care, inadequate public investment, and a near-total eclipse as a
public health issue.

R H d13T9T had Uah Ifhcary Fufa s1ET 8, sfed I8 ITaRIcA® Taeeyg Jai3if d&
AT TG, AT Aotoreh AT HR At {Aeh TIRELT Fee & TF H 19T 0T 39eT
3cTesT Ueh TIAATCHS TAheldT &

Long-awaited anti-COVID drug is also

a milestone against future viruses

Betacoronaviruses have now caused three major outbreaks in recent memory; drugs like Ensitrelvir provide scientists with a valuable starting point against this entire

sub-family of viruses, possibly allowing |

1 to respond more quickly when the next virus will inevitably emerge

he recent success of Ensitrelvir
at preventing COVID-19 is a
milestone in a drug quest that

began with a singular

development at the start of the pandemic.

In January 2020, the full-length
genome sequence of a strain of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus was posted on an online
discussion forum for virologists. The
sequence revealed that SARS-CoV-2, like
its relative SARS-CoV-1, keeps most of its
proteins as one long chain. The individual
proteins are then cut from this chain and
released by enzymes called proteases.

Inconvenient guests

SARS-Cov-2 has two proteases called the
main protease (M), which does most of
the cutting, and the Papain-like protease
(PL) which cuts the three sites at one
end of the chain that the M™ does not
process. Almost immediately after the
genome sequence was published,
scientists knew that both these proteases
were attractive drug targets.

Viruses are made of the same material
as their host cells. The viral membrane is
derived from the host’s cell-membranes,
and the viral proteins are made by the
host cell itself. This makes antiviral drug
development more challenging than
developing drugs against, say, bacteria.

Most other pathogens are living cells
with several features that humans do not
have. For instance, bacteria have a rigid
cell wall. Antibiotics can be made that
block the synthesis of this cell wall, and
those antibiotics will affect only the
bacteria without affecting humans much.
Also, that antibiotic will work against
most classes of bacteria because most of
them have a cell wall.

Viruses, however, do not offer such
conveniences. Since they rely heavily on
the host cell's machinery, drugs lhal
attack the virus can also risk
healthy cells. As a result, there is no
broad-spectrum antiviral drug. Instead,
scientists usually need to design drugs
specifically for a particular virus, or if
they are lucky, for a group of closely
related viruses that share similar proteins.

A drug shelved
This is why viral proteins that are
essential for the virus while being
significantly different from human
proteins are extremely valuable drug
targets. Both SARS-CoV-2 proteases fit this
description perfectly. The virus cannot
replicate without them and human cells
do not have identical versions of these
enzymes. Among them, M7 was the first
choice for most researchers.

A person diagnosed with COVID-19 being shifted to a ward at King George Hospital, Visakhapatnam on January 22, 2022. KR DEEPAX.

When scientists the

company named

SARS-CoV-2 genome, those at Pfizer
realised its M protease was very similar
to that of SARS-CoV-1. It so happened that
a few years ago, they had developed an
intravenous drug called PF-00835231
targeting the M#* of SARS-CoV-1. However,
when the virus vanished in early 2004,
they shelved the compound thinking they
would not need it again.

In 2020, knowing that the two M
proteins are similar, they set out to
re-engineer PF-00835231 because an
intravenous drug would be useless at
controlling a pandemic the size of
COVID-19, where most people would not
get admitted to a hospital. After a few
months, they developed Nirmatrelvir. By
the time they finished clinical trials, it was
already late 2021.

Different approach
However, while Nirmatrelvir was very
eﬂ'ecuveasanom]dmg uhadma;or
problems. First, it was

Shionogi took a different approach to

M. Instead of making and
testing millions of potential drug
candidates, they decided in the interest of
time that they would use computational
chemistry to ‘virtually’ screen
compounds.

Using the structure of the M
protease, they simulated thousands of
molecules that would bind the protease
and inactivate it. This approach quickly
identified a promising molecule that they
could then test further. Then they
partnered with the International Institute
for Zoonosis Control at Hokkaido
University for testing. With a few tweaks,
they came up with a molecule that stayed
in the blood for a long time without the
need for additional drugs and did not
have the bitter after-taste. They called this
molecule Ensitrelvir.

SCORPIO-PEP trial
granted

quickly by the liver. To keep it in (he
bloodstream for longer, scientists had to
add a second drug, Ritonavir, to the
regimen to slow down the liver’s ability to
metabolise Nirmatrelvir. The problem?
Ritonavir had dangerous interactions with
«common heart and blood pressure
medications. And then there was the
added side effect of a bitter aftertaste.
Around the same time that Pfizer was
engineering Nirmatrelvir, a Japanese
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approval in Japan for use in November
2022 to treat mild-to-moderate COVID-19.
In early 2024, it was granted full
authorisation for regular use. Now, a new
paper in the New England Journal of
Medicine has reported that it can also be
used for postexposure prophylaxis - to
prevent infection after exposure to the
virus.

‘The international study, called the
SCORPIO-PEP trial, involved 2,387
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Website : patrioticias.in

participants, all of whom were exposed to
an infected household member. They
were assigned to a test or a placebo group
at random. Participants in the test group
received Ensitrelvir and the control group
received the placebo.

‘The results revealed that Ensitrelvir
lowered the incidence of symptomatic
COVID-9 from 9% in the control group to
2.9% in the group that took the drug - a
drop of 67%. The trial scientists showed
that irrespective of whether symptoms
developed, the presence of SARS-CoV-2 in
the contacts was reduced from 21.5% to
14%. Importantly, the drug maintained a
good safety profile in the study. The
authors concluded that giving Ensitrelvir
to contacts within 72 hours of a primary
patient showing symptoms could
effectively prevent COVID-19.

SARS-CoV-2 today does not pose the
threat it once did but the importance of
Ensitrelvir extends well beyond COVID-19.
Betacoronaviruses have now caused three
major outbreaks in just over two decades:
SARS-CoV-1, MERS-CoV, and SARS-CoV-2.
Drugs like Ensitrelvir provide scientists
with a valuable starting point against this
entire sub-family of viruses, possibly
allowing humankind to respond more
quickly when the next virus will inevitably
emerge.

(Arun Panchapakesan is an assistant
professor at the Y.R. Gaitonde Centre for
AIDS Research and Education, Chennai.
arun.panchapakesan@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Ensitrelvir was granted
emergency approval in Japan
for use in November 2022 to
treat mild-to-moderate
COVID-19. In early 2024, it
was granted full authorisation
for regular use

-

Anew paper in the New
England Journal of Medicine
has reported that it can also be
used for postexposure
prophylaxis — to prevent
infection after exposure to the
virus

v

The study concluded that
giving Ensitrelvir to contacts
within 72 hours of a primary
patient showing symptoms
could effectively prevent
CovID-19
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25M. Long-awaited anti-COVID drug is also a milestone against future viruses

o GHT & yelifara v-Hfas gar iy & arat F Reqy st v wgeaqot syafey

gl

Betacoronaviruses have now caused three major outbreaks in recent memory; drugs like
Ensitrelvir provide scientists with a valuable starting point against this entire sub-family of
viruses, possibly allowing humankind to respond more quickly when the next virus will
inevitably emerge.

ARG = gl & THA H 379 o dief 93 ThIT 3cTeT (U &, TleaeaaT oiir gar
AAITehT T ATIRET & 58 YN 3Y-TRAR & T4l Teh Hoddlel YR TR Jeled hichl o, ored
HTT: FATATSATI S 3T ITRRY AT T & 3cTeoT gt 9T 3110 frerar & yfafhar e &
HETIdT Tl Gehall|

The recent success of Ensitrelvir at preventing COVID-19 is a milestone in a drug quest
that began with a singular development at the start of the pandemic.

FfAs-19 Y AU 7 Ensitrelvir Y AT ABerar Teh T Jiweligr @st # Ageaqot 3afey
&, ToTHehT YR3T AGTHRY o T H g5 Teh AfRIST T & g% 2|

In January 2020, the full-length genome sequence of a strain of the SARS-CoV-2 virus was
posted on an online discussion forum for virologists.

STefaly 2020 #, SARS-CoV-2 AR & Teh YSilfel & UT SHaAlst 3esha I fawTojfaiaia &

o we 3iieTessT @rat Ha 9 g o o &

The sequence revealed that SARS-CoV-2, like its relative SARS-CoV-1, keeps most of its
proteins as one long chain.

9 31eTHA A AT §3T o SARS-CoV-2, 379el HUId I SARS-CoV-1 H #ifd, 31
TR MEAT T Teh Sl Aol & F H FATC I B

The individual proteins are then cut from this chain and released by enzymes called
proteases.

$8h 916, STTFITcl HIEIeAT T & el U HICH TS Shgellel dlet TATSHT GaRT Herd fohar
EICIE]

Inconvenient guests

IgfauTses Afafy

SARS-CoV-2 has two proteases called the main protease (Mpro), which does most of the
cutting, and the Papain-like protease (PLpro) which cuts the three sites at one end of the
chain that the MPro does not process.

SARS-CoV-2 # & WéITs g1d & [Siee H&T WIS (Mpro) gl ST &, it 3Terehier hers i
g, T Papain-like protease (PLpro), Sif #@ell & Ueh BR IX [&Uc 37 cfiel FATEAT &l redr §
Seg MPro TaIfeId =1gi STl

Viruses are made of the same material as their host cells.

IIIH 3T IGT U o1 81 & T 3eTehl HoTdlTel hITARTE Sail i o |

The viral membrane is derived from the host’s cell-membranes, and the viral proteins are
made by the host cell itself.

IRRY $ el AStaTT T FIfAw-Rfoaal & ured gl &, TUT IRRT NET Tad AiaTd
FIRAeT GaRT FATT ST &
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e This makes antiviral drug development more challenging than developing drugs against, say,
bacteria.

S RO, Ffafawoy siwferdt &1 faehrd, Serexone dréiiar & fawetr gat fashfad e &
eI & 31T FAlcol g 2|

e Most other pathogens are living cells with several features that humans do not have.
TR 31 ITSTeteh SN IR Bl & TS1eTe g Tl FARINATY gl & St #egsat 7 w1 a1
Siet|

e For instance, bacteria have a rigid cell wall.
3ETER0T & TorT, SFARAT 7 T R Fife fafy g 81

e Antibiotics can be made that block the synthesis of this cell wall, and those antibiotics will
affect only the bacteria without affecting humans much.

o it sitwfRrat aars o aendt § S 5@ ifte @ & fsior &1 e &, 3k feaa:
harel JFAIRAT 1 wefae el Hegeat &1 A8

o However, while Nirmatrelvir was very effective as an oral drug, it had major problems.
fohe], Teaf Nirmatrelvir Teh HiT@eh TR & &9 & 37t TdT 4T, T o s 918
FHEITC |

e First, it was metabolised very quickly by the liver.

TYH, Ig Fehd SaRT 3l Ml & 3urqaffd I e S |

e To keep it in the bloodstream for longer, scientists had to add a second drug, Ritonavir, to
the regimen to slow down the liver’s ability to metabolise Nirmatrelvir.

S TFAYATg H 3118 HHAY Teh AT TG & feIT dATiotent sl STUR Terfad & gadr Jiiwfer
Ritonavir & FEATI e 9T, dlfeh Jehe I Nirmatrelvir sl SUTTHRIA et & &THAT Y
i foraT ST T |

e The problem?
HAEAT 7 A1?

e Ritonavir had dangerous interactions with common heart and blood pressure medications.
Ritonavir &7 ATHY g6 Ud IFdarg ot it & arer o areaRe gara 2|

e And then there was the added side effect of a bitter aftertaste.

S8 TR, 3T YL T ST 3 SUTRI |
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25M. Google’s new ‘information agents’ are a privacy and web infrastructure

Google’s new ‘information agents’ are a
privacy and web infrastructure problem

‘Information agents’ will continuously monitor the web on users’ behalf, but raise serious concerns around data and privacy as they collect intimate

personal details across Google's ecosystem and may feed the ad tech industry; they could also accelerate automated bot-driven web traffic

John Xavier

tits annual developer

conference a few days ago,

Google unveiled something

called information agents, a
feature that will be built into Search to
monitor the web on your behalf. This
bot’s feature will continuously scavenge
the web for updates you've told it to
watch for. It sounds genuinely useful, and
it probably is. But it also raises serious
questions around user privacy, web traffic
and concentration of data on one
platform. For starters, this type of agentic
feature works best when the user gives
the agent details about themselves. To
monitor housing listings on your behalf, it
needs your location preferences, budget,
family size, commute constraints, and
timeline. If you want to plan your travel
and stay during a vacation, you will end
up sharing your personal and financial
details with the bot.

The simple rule with these agents is
that the more you tell them, the better it
works. That means Google will be able to
build a more intimate profile about you.

The company already sits across your
search history, Gmail, Calendar, Maps,
Chrome, YouTube, and Android.
Information agents are designed to sit at
the intersection of all of those
applications, connecting them in a way
that’s different from what any single
Google product does today.

Data and privacy
In that process of connecting multiple

problem

applications, these agents will pick several
bits of data from the user, which in turn
can be used as feed for the massive ad
tech industry.

A prompt to an agent for a specific type
of house in a particular area will include
details about financial position and
location details. And this information will
very likely be stored indefinitely.

In terms of what people ask Al agents,
we have only scratched the surface. As
more use cases emerge, people may end
up sharing a lot more sensitive, personally
identifiable data like religious and
political views, sexual orientation,
medical history, and financial behaviour.

At this point, it is unclear how Google
plans to use this data and how long it will
keep it on its systems. The company has
said that, when it comes to agentic
commerce and payments, buyers’ data
will not be shared with the sellers. But
that’s a narrow assurance for a significant
issue.

Google is not the only player in this
race, as other Al companies are building
similar personal intelligence systems. But
Google is unrivalled when you look at the
company’s comprehensive data
infrastructure.

Web traffic will accelerate
Apart from data management and user
privacy concerns, information agents can
also accelerate automated traffic on the
internet.

According to the Thales 2026 Bad Bot
Report, bots now account for 53% of all
global web traffic. That means the

majority of activity on the internet is no
longer human.

Al-driven bot attacks specifically
surged 12.5x in 2025, and daily blocked
bot requests jumped from 2 million to 25
million in a single year, per the report.

Information agents will worsen this
trend. For instance, a normal Google
search triggers one crawl when you hit
enter. But an information agent
monitoring apartment listings or stock
prices triggers potentially hundreds of
automated fetches per day, every day, on
behalf of every user who sets one up.

Now, multiply that across millions of
Google Al subscribers and you have an
enormous, continuously crawling load
placed on third-party websites that never
agreed to host it.

For publishers, this could be brutal as
the traffic from Al-driven searches will
hardly lead to click-throughs. They will
have to carry the server costs of being
crawled as their content gets harvested
and synthesised into answers. This could
potentially lead to publishers blocking
Google’s crawlers entirely — a change that
could degrade the quality of agents
themselves.

In the hands of a few
The feature also deepens Google’s
position in the Al market.

If you build a sophisticated set of
agents monitoring your housing search,
financial watchlist, and health queries, all
running inside Google’s ecosystem on
Google’s models with data in Google’s
infrastructure, switching away from

Google becomes a genuinely costly
exercise.

There’s a liability question too. If a
Google information agent nudges you
toward a financial opportunity and you
act on it and lose money, no regulatory
framework currently exists for recourse.
The agents are framed as assistants, not
advisors.

And then there’s who gets access in the
first place. Information agents launch
exclusively for Google Al Pro and Ultra
subscribers, meaning wealthier users get
persistent Al scouts monitoring the web
on their behalf while everyone else
searches manually.

If these agents become as
consequential as Google is suggesting,
that will widen the informational divide.

Others are in the race

Google is not alone in building persistent,
always-on agents. Perplexity already
offers autonomous multi-model agents on
its top tier. Microsoft has embedded
monitoring agents across Outlook, Teams,
and SharePoint. Meta is building ambient
Al into WhatsApp, Instagram, and
Facebook.

Every major Al company is converging
on the same model: agents that watch the
world for you, indefinitely.That means
data accumulation, web scraping, and
publisher revenue erosion. So ,the
question isn’t whether to accept them
from Google specifically, but whether
anyone has a plan for what the internet
looks like when it's mostly machines
talking to machines.

IET & AT G Tole’ T MIAIAT X AT ITEITAT Farelt AT 8

¢ ‘Information agents’ will continuously monitor the web on users’ behalf, but raise serious
concerns around data and privacy as they collect information.

“FEAT Toe” STARTHATHT 1 3R F fAa 37 i Aot el difehet 3 SH-519 STty Teht
a1, 32T 3R MIARTAT & ST 73R RAATT Scoet AT |

e Atits annual developer conference a few days ago, Google unveiled something called

information agents, a feature that will be built into Search to monitor the web on your behalf.

Fo feail Tger AT 379= ATi¥eh STeloR Fedelal & Google & information agents #T#He Teh
giaur T 1, fS& Search & 38 YehR SAIST ST foh a8 3T R A A T TR T Feh|

e  This bot’s feature will continuously scavenge the web for updates you'’ve told it to watch for.

34 sic T A 3¢ ISeH o AT SHITAR A T Getrelcdt M, o7l TR AR T@a & fere
3Tt 38 e R R B

e It sounds genuinely useful, and it probably is.
IE AEdd H 3TN Tl gia &, 3R awsrad: § ol

e Butit also raises serious questions around user privacy, web traffic and concentration of
data on one platform.

Tohe] TE STRANTHAT MU, A ¢ TUT Ueh €1 e 9T SeT & 0T T oo 313K et o
3ol AT &

e For starters, this type of agentic feature works best when the user gives the agent details
about themselves.
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URTEH T U, SH YehR T Toifed FIAUT o T T DRI Al § ST STLThdT Toie T
379 IR F fIEl AR YTl T g

To monitor housing listings on your behalf, it needs your location preferences, budget, family
size, commute constraints, and timeline.

3T 3R A 31T Fely FAATHT A R et & fow 38 e Fu1eT Faeh qrafAsan,
Foie, YRAR T 3R, HTAETHT f HAT 3R GET-GAT H 3MaTHaradr g

If you want to plan your travel and stay during a vacation, you will end up sharing your
personal and financial details with the bot.

e 3T ITHTL F GRTeT AT AT 3R SgI T TISTAT ST ATed &, Ar 3Tdd: IR 3T
IfFdeTd auT i STASRY 3 sic & T TS He1T g

The simple rule with these agents is that the more you tell them, the better it works.

3T Tolcd & A1 T fTH Ig § 16 39 3% =i 31fe Sy &3, 3 3T &Y S8R rF
|

That means Google will be able to build a more intimate profile about you.

3HHT 31 ¢ T Google 3T aR # Teh 3T TaET 3R gt HTSe AR AT Fham|

The company already sits across your search history, Gmail, Calendar, Maps, Chrome,
YouTube, and Android.

FYAT & I Ugo ¥ &1 3T search history, Gmail, Calendar, Maps, Chrome, YouTube 3R
Android & G SITeTehRT 3Ueled &1

Information agents are designed to sit at the intersection of all of those applications,
connecting them in a way that’s different from what any single Google product does today.

Information agents T S8 YehR <1 IR TohaT 31T & o & o1 Tty 3TN & THITH TR hl
3R 38 WQ SS, ST 3171 IS Tehed Google 3cUTE 18T FHT|

As more use cases emerge, people may end up sharing a lot more sensitive, personally
identifiable data like religious and political views, sexual orientation, medical history, and
financial behaviour.

RIfrcdT sfagra qur o sadgR S 37cad ddgaeie 3R safederd ugdreT ey seT &1 8
ST FT THhd ¢

At this point, it is unclear how Google plans to use this data and how long it will keep it on its
systems.

= TAY g TISC AgT & 1o Google 3T 3T T 3TN Tohd ThR et T IST=T FT J6T § 3R g
3 31 RAEeH #H fohdal THT d JRI&d 19|

The company has said that, when it comes to agentic commerce and payments, buyers’
data will not be shared with the sellers.

el =1 gl § Toh Tolfesh HIAW 3T ST o AFell H TERT 1 SeT Tashe13it & ATy AT e
TR ST

Google is not the only player in this race, as other Al companies are building similar
personal intelligence systems.

g gfaeqeT & shad Google & T8 §, Fifeh 31T Al Fafaar off 53t R i safFdera
R FoTToraT faeh e T T ¢ |

But Google is unrivalled when you look at the company’s comprehensive data infrastructure.
Tehec] STeT shuiell & cqTIeh STl HETHT &l SWT ST &, T Google T IS Heblaoll el &

Al-driven bot attacks specifically surged 12.5x in 2025, and daily blocked bot requests
jumped from 2 million to 25 million in a single year, per the report.
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REIE & TAR, Al-driven bot attacks # fQIY &7 & a¥ 2025 # 12.5 I 58 &5, R gfdfesT

37ar%et fohT 7T STe 3eTAIET Teh 81 Y # 20 o & ST 2.5 IS 81 1T |
e Forinstance, a normal Google search triggers one crawl when you hit enter.
3ETEX0T & folU, T Google search H S 31T enter oI &, dd dhdd T crawl ATk giar

gl

e But an information agent monitoring apartment listings or stock prices triggers potentially
hundreds of automated fetches per day, every day, on behalf of every user who sets one up.

feheq apartment listings T stock prices T fAIRTAT T aTe TH information agent, 38 FATAT
Tt dTel Fedeh 3UAaTehdT 1 AR & 9fafest st Faaniord fetches Afha T ThdT

e This could potentially lead to publishers blocking Google’s crawlers entirely — a change that
could degrade the quality of agents themselves.

I AT Tehmerent ! 9 A8 & Google’s crawlers 3T 3B el & foT IR T Hehcll § —
T IR Fad agents T I[0TaT Y T e H Fehel 1

e |fa Google information agent nudges you toward a financial opportunity and you act on it
and lose money, no regulatory framework currently exists for recourse.

Ifg IS Google information agent 3 fordT faeir 3rgER $r 3R ARG axar g 3R 3ma 39
I I e 8T Tl & &, dl TTAT & TR & T I e e 39eey =161 ¢

¢ Information agents launch exclusively for Google Al Pro and Ultra subscribers, meaning
wealthier users get persistent Al scouts monitoring the web on their behalf while everyone
else searches manually.

Information agents a3 9 & Google Al Pro 3T Ultra subscribers & folT YR&97 fhw o7
& 8, Toraent 318 § o 31TeIeh Hejer SUReTehali3il &l T8 TARIT Al scouts Tod g1aT SiT 3eTeht 31X
T I T THIRIEAT 33T, STaifeh 31w Tt o Ta Heg3iel &I & search FHI=AT g1 |

e |fthese agents become as consequential as Google is suggesting, that will widen the
informational divide.

IfE A agents 3de & FHTERATS [He g1l & FoId=T Google aTaT X T &, ol SHA FAACHS
IGATAAT 3R 378 g6 et

e Perplexity already offers autonomous multi-model agents on its top tier.
Perplexity Igor ¥ 81 319sY 3T TIUT HT WX autonomous multi-model agents 3TcTstT aT I§T

gl

e Microsoft has embedded monitoring agents across Outlook, Teams, and SharePoint.
Microsoft & Outlook, Teams 3iIX SharePoint 3 monitoring agents T THAIEd H feaT &l

e Meta is building ambient Al into WhatsApp, Instagram, and
Questions and Answers to the | Facebook.

previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Meta WhatsApp, Instagram 3iR Facebook & ambient Al faefad T I&T &1
Filoviruses come in five (known) ) ) ]

genera. The two most famous e Every major Al company is converging on the same model: agents

are Ebola and .Fillin that watch the world for you, indefinitely.
the blank. Ans: Marburg Tcdeh THE Al company Teh 8 Hisel T 3R 3T &: W agents it 3 erd

2. The Ebola virus does not .
ShTeT cTeh 3TTAhT 3T A gferar T fAoRmef Y|

directly destroy tissue. Instead,
itinfects macrophages and e That means data accumulation, web scraping, and publisher revenue

dendritic cells early. This erosion.
rompts the immune system to . . : g
P rEm— profeins T 37 § 3T AT, web scraping 31 TehTereht &1 31T & &0T|
called . Ans:
Cytokines
3. The Ebola virus has a protein
called VP35 that mimics X, which
is a kind of RNA that the
immune system’s sensors have
learnt to recognise as a sign of
infection. However, VP35 binds
to them in such a way that

25M. QUIZ

1. Filoviruses and the Genus Marburg
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they're occupied but not
activated, and as a result, they
can’t ‘trigger’ the immune
system’s defence. What is X?
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e Filoviruses are a family of enveloped, single-stranded RNA viruses known for causing severe
haemorrhagic fevers in humans and primates

e They are classified into five genera, with the most clinically significant being Ebolavirus and
Marburgvirus.

o  “Marburg” refers to the Marburg virus, first identified in 1967 in Germany and Yugoslavia.

e According to WHO and CDC reports, it causes Marburg Virus Disease (MVD), which is highly
fatal, spreads through bodily fluids, and resembles Ebola in symptoms and transmission
patterns.

2. Ebola, Macrophages, and Cytokine Storm

e The Ebola virus primarily targets immune cells such as macrophages and dendritic cells
rather than directly destroying tissues.

e These infected cells trigger an excessive immune response known as a cytokine storm,
where large quantities of signaling proteins called cytokines are released.

e This uncontrolled immune reaction leads to inflammation, vascular leakage, organ failure, and
often death.

e The disease severity is thus largely due to immune dysregulation rather than direct viral
tissue destruction.

3. Ebola VP35 Protein and Immune Evasion (Double-stranded RNA mimicry)

e The Ebola virus protein VP35 is a key immune evasion factor. It mimics double-stranded
RNA (dsRNA), a molecular pattern typically produced during viral replication.

e Host immune sensors such as RIG-I and MDA5 normally detect dsRNA as a danger signal.

e VP35 binds these sensors without activating them, blocking interferon production and
weakening the innate immune response, allowing the virus to replicate efficiently

4. Immune-Privileged Sites and Viral Persistence (Aqueous humor)

e The Ebola virus can persist in immune-privileged sites, which are body regions with
reduced immune surveillance.

5. Ebola Entry Mechanism and Endosome Formation

e The Ebola virus initiates infection by attaching to specific cell surface receptors through its
glycoprotein.

e Following attachment, the host cell internalizes the virus via endocytosis, enclosing it inside
a membrane-bound vesicle called an endosome.

GS Paper Ill: Environment 25 May 2026
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India’s green transition still runs on coal

T he recent rise in global energy prices

following the escalation of the conflict in

West Asia has once again exposed India’s
continuing vulnerability to external energy
shocks. Despite years of policy emphasis on
renewable energy, nearly half of India’s fossil fuel
imports still transit through the Strait of Hormuz,
including crude shipments from Saudi Arabia and
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) imports from Qatar.

This vulnerability sits uneasily alongside the
dominant narrative around India’s clean energy
transition. Over the past decade, India has
emerged as one of the world’s fastest-growing
renewable energy markets. Since 2017,
renewables have consistently accounted for the
largest share of new power capacity additions in
the country. In numbers, renewable energy
sources accounted for 42.4% of India’s installed
power capacity by March 2026, up dramatically
from just 0.72% in March 2005. Over the same
period, coal’s share in installed capacity fell from
58.7% to0 42.2%.

By conventional metrics, India appears well
into an energy transition. Yet, the persistence of
energy price shocks reveals a more complicated
reality. Installed capacity is not the same as actual
electricity generation. While renewables now
account for over two-fifths of installed capacity,
they generated only 15.8% of electricity in April
2026. Coal, by contrast, still accounted for 71.8%
of electricity generation, only marginally lower
than its 76.2% share in March 2019.

Capacity and generation gap

This gap between capacity and generation is
central to understanding India’s energy system.
The country has succeeded in building renewable
infrastructure, but not yet in replacing coal in the
actual electricity mix. In effect, renewable energy
is being added on top of coal rather than
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Rising
renewable
capacity has yet
to substantially
displace coal
generation

displacing it. The data clearly show India’s
continued dependence on coal. Despite strong
renewable growth since 2017, India has added
almost no new fossil fuel capacity since 2018,
retired very few old coal plants, and seen
gas-based capacity decline. As a result, coal
remains the main backup and balancing source in
the power system.

The reasons are structural. Solar and wind
power remain intermittent sources of electricity.
Their output fluctuates with weather conditions
and the time of day, while electricity demand
remains continuous. In the absence of large-scale
battery storage, flexible grids and adequate
balancing capacity, coal continues to provide the
baseload reliability required to keep the system
functioning.

This also explains why domestic electricity
prices remain closely tied to global fossil fuel
markets. Historical trends show Indian electricity
prices moving alongside Brent crude in the last
few years. Even sectors that appear domestically
anchored remain indirectly exposed to external
commodity cycles because fossil fuels continue to
determine marginal cost of power.

Ground reality

As aresult, current geopolitical tensions in West
Asia affect India more severely. A spike in crude
prices not only raises transportation and
industrial costs directly, but also pushes up coal
prices, electricity tariffs, inflation, and fiscal
pressures.

India’s energy transition discourse is
increasingly centred around the wrong
benchmark. The focus remains on installed
renewable capacity because it offers an attractive
measure of progress. Yet, power systems are not
sustained by headline capacity additions. They
depend on actual electricity generation and the

25M. India’s green transition still runs on coal

AR FT aRa IRadeT 3refY off ey o 3menRa &

ability to supply power consistently when it is
needed most.

The distinction matters because it shapes
perceptions of vulnerability. China remains less
exposed, with oil and gas accounting for only 4%
of its power mix and electric vehicles and
hybrids, now over half of new car sales, reducing
oil demand by over a million barrels a day. Spain
shows the alternative, having broken the
gas-electricity link through renewables. India’s
transition is real, but incomplete.

‘Work towards system transformation

This does not diminish the importance of the
renewable push. On the contrary, India’s decision
to aggressively scale solar and wind capacity
since the late 2010s now appears prescient given
growing geopolitical instability and fossil fuel
volatility. But the next phase of transition will
require moving beyond capacity creation towards
system transformation itself.

‘That means investing in storage infrastructure,
grid modernisation, transmission connectivity
and market mechanisms capable of integrating
intermittent renewables at scale. It also requires
recognising that coal’s persistence is not simply a
policy failure or institutional inertia. Coal
currently performs a stabilising function within
the grid that renewable energy, in its present
form, cannot yet fully replicate.

India’s energy challenge today is therefore not
merely about producing more green power. It is
about building an electricity system in which
renewables can reliably substitute for fossil fuels
in actual generation. Until that happens, every
geopolitical crisis and every spike in global
energy prices will continue to remind India that
its green transition still runs on coal.

The views expressed are personal

The recent rise in global energy prices following the escalation of the conflict in West Asia
has once again exposed India’s continuing vulnerability to external energy shocks.

qie# TR 3 Fed B el S & e R St PIAT H g FTier JE 8 A T IR Y
B SotT STl o Ufa AR ST AR TagAMeldT T 3SR T fear gl

Despite years of policy emphasis on renewable energy, nearly half of India’s fossil fuel
imports still transit through the Strait of Hormuz, including crude shipments from Saudi
Arabia and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) imports from Qatar.

AR Fel o) ant & fare st T S & rareie, R & SaRA ST 3TITe T I

3TET $1719T 3797 87 Strait of Hormuz & glehY IR &, ST Saudi Arabia & ed del &I @d

2 Qatar ¥ Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 3mara afEafad §1
This vulnerability sits uneasily alongside the dominant narrative around India’s clean energy

transition.

g HACACIAT SR & TS Soll HehAUT T eIt To@ Taerel & T gt &9 & faegaAmeT

gl

Over the past decade, India has emerged as one of the world’s fastest-growing renewable

energy markets.

Sl Ueh G2 H URA (92T & &Y 19 1T T TGl AR o1l STTRI 37 I Ueh FeTehy SIRT

gl

Since 2017, renewables have consistently accounted for the largest share of new power
capacity additions in the country.

2017 & AN FsiT BT U & 73 e &7HT Jefer & Fedt 99 R & v faaw serer

w®a

In numbers, renewable energy sources accounted for 42.4% of India’s installed power
capacity by March 2026, up dramatically from just 0.72% in March 2005.
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31T & AR, HE 2026 cIeh AdIHIUNT Soil Ul R I T e et &7 T 42.4%
&M &1 Teh &, S AT 2005 & sheef 0.72% T|

Over the same period, coal’s share in installed capacity fell from 58.7% to 42.2%.

34 3rafer 7 T &7Har H e i REAGHY 58.7% ¥ Tt 42.2% (@ 15|

By conventional metrics, India appears well into an energy transition.
YRR HITh! oh TR, R ST Hsha0T T TG F HIhY 3T TolT 31T Tl gielr &1
Yet, the persistence of energy price shocks reveals a more complicated reality.

fehec] Sotl oo STeeht &l TRl Teh 318 STfeel aRecdehdT &l 3SR T &
Installed capacity is not the same as actual electricity generation.

TR &7 AT Taeh fegd 3cqGe & HHlet oTar gl

While renewables now account for over two-fifths of installed capacity, they generated only
15.8% of electricity in April 2026.

T AR FolT 319 TS &TAAT & al-grad ¥ AU feed & forw Iaeri &, e o
3734 2026 # 3HH Hael 15.8% fAegd 3cqreeT g31|

Coal, by contrast, still accounted for 71.8% of electricity generation, only marginally lower
than its 76.2% share in March 2019.

g8 Taulid, e 31 &t e Scuteet a1 71.8% e Fele < T T, Sit & 2019 #H 3&h
76.2% T&EH T hdel 21T et AT

Capacity and generation gap
&7 3T 3eareet & i AT

This gap between capacity and generation is central to understanding India’s energy system.

&THAT 3R aEd s 3T & &I Tg 3T AR T Foil cTaTAT T FHSAA & [T 37T
Agcaqoi &l

The country has succeeded in building renewable infrastructure, but not yet in replacing coal
in the actual electricity mix.

2T AN 379 AT H T%h 6T &, foheq areafash faegd fAsoT & el i T4
oot 3 373 Ahel 7T E3 &

In effect, renewable energy is being added on top of coal rather than displacing it.

JIEAT H, AR FaiT ! FIT & TATT W ITATATAT e & Tl 3T FIT SAST ST 6T 2
The data clearly show India’s continued dependence on coal.

3HThs TASE T T IS W ARG T A fAeRar &1 v ida axd &

Despite strong renewable growth since 2017, India has added almost no new fossil fuel
capacity since 2018, retired very few old coal plants, and seen gas-based capacity decline.

2017 & STE § ANAINT ST 7 el Jef&r & dTasle, AR o 2018 & S I IS 7S SHaARH
émwaaﬁaagamwmwaa%u T I\-3men R &7 H FRrae dn|

In the absence of large-scale battery storage, flexible grids and adequate balancing capacity,
coal continues to provide the baseload reliability required to keep the system functioning.

9 YA O e HSROT, orelier T3S T 9o HcfeleT &TT & 37877d #, el 379 87 Jorelr &t
FrA T TG 8 AT IR FARTHAIAT et HLAT 81

This also explains why domestic electricity prices remain closely tied to global fossil fuel
markets.

TE HROT Ig 87 TISE T & foh To] Te gl Hed 319 off afRaeh shara Sy a1eiRt & aferss &7
AT TR

Historical trends show Indian electricity prices moving alongside Brent crude in the last few
years.
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UfcrgTTaeh Jgfaar el € 7o oo o asit 7 IR degd He Brent crude &1 il &
Y-y ST g |
China remains less exposed, with oil and gas accounting for only 4% of its power mix and

electric vehicles and hybrids, now over half of new car sales, reducing oil demand by over a
million barrels a day.

et 3T98TIhcl e TN &, Fifeh 38k Taegel AT & Aot 3R 3y a1 Teeam shafer 4% & e
solfea 3T gsfes atee, St 319 5 FR [ & 39 A 31 §, ufafead cg o e & 31
e AT T FH FIWE &

Spain shows the alternative, having broken the gas-electricity link through renewables.

T Ueh dehfedeh 3ETXT Y el 8, Foreet Adientolid Sisit o Areds & 34 3iR fSoreh &
EIERCLEII AL

India’s transition is real, but incomplete.
SR T Fioil TehHOT AT e &, fehec] 378l 3ot &1

Work towards system transformation

JUTTeeTe Rade T feem & wrf

This does not diminish the importance of the renewable push.
S AU FoiT [ATAR F AGcd H DIs FHaAT AgT 31|

On the contrary, India’s decision to aggressively scale solar and wind capacity since the late
2010s now appears prescient given growing geopolitical instability and fossil fuel volatility.

g8 faudid, 2010 & g2 & 3T A TR Ud 9aeT &THAT HT g faFdR el T AR &7 Ao
Tl ST Tcteh 3TTERRAT 3R STR# SHeT T AT T ST §U grelt Tefie g &

But the next phase of transition will require moving beyond capacity creation towards system
transformation itself.

fehec] TShHUT & 319Tel TRUT H ehalel &THCT fAHIUT & 3T Fgeht HYOT TOTTNITT IRacTeT

3TTaThT 81T |

That means investing in storage infrastructure, grid modernisation, transmission connectivity
and market mechanisms capable of integrating intermittent renewables at scale.

SHT 374 ¢ $SROT JAETTA, T35 3TN, THTARIT dhoiferefaeT auT TH SR o=t 7
TR AT ST 53 TR W AL A ANRON o1 bl Tehieghel I Teh|

Coal currently performs a stabilising function within the grid that renewable energy, in its
present form, cannot yet fully replicate.

I derellal 3 TS & T Teh R ${fAehT 811 &, Toraeh! quid: geRigh sTdienoia
FolT el TAATT TTET 3 3731 AET X FehelT |

India’s energy challenge today is therefore not merely about producing more green power.
37cT: 37T HRC T FoiT Yeilell dharel 31T R Soil Scurest oo WA =7eT &1

It is about building an electricity system in which renewables can reliably substitute for fossil
fuels in actual generation.

Ig O faegd qoTTelt & TAHTOT & Tt § Forae Adeoly el aredfaeh Scutest # faeassig
T T SNATLH ST T TUTT of TH|

Until that happens, every geopolitical crisis and every spike in global energy prices will
continue to remind India that its green transition still runs on coal.

SIS ek QHT &8 81T, Tedeh HSTellcieh Hehe 3R aTRaeh Foil HIFAdl H Tedsh Feitr N Hl T§
TFROT AT 9N o 3aahT g Tshaaor 37efY ot aprrer R 3mmenfa &
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25M | Ensure uninterrupted power supply across U.P.: Adityanath

3T yeur # fovater sl smqfet gfafReaa w3 snleery

Ensure uninterrupted power

supply across U.P: Adityanath

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
directed officials to ensure uninterrupted power
supply across villages and cities amid rising
electricity demand due to intense heatwave
conditions in Uttar Pradesh. The electricity
demand in the State increased from 501 million
units per day to 561 million units per day in
April-May due to the rising temperatures, while
the peak demand touched 30,339 MW, an official
statement read. Reviewing the situation, Mr.
Adityanath said continuous monitoring should be
ensured so that common people, farmers, and
industries do not face any power crisis. sn

25M. Ensure uninterrupted power supply
across U.P.: Adityanath

3T wewr A faater fsrel amqfed giafRea w1
anfeea=y

e The electricity demand in the State increased
from 501 million units per day to 561 million units per
day in April-May due to the rising temperatures, while the
peak demand touched 30,339 MW, an official statement
read.

3TN T & IR, ool ATTHIEA & HROT el-H7S A
T # frsrelt aAveT 501 fAferasT gfee wfafee & seav 561
faferaer afere wfafew &1 a1g, stafer i f3ais 30,339 Avmmare

e g
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25M | The costly cave of endless human desires

AT Y HAGIT STOIAT hY AEIN T
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The costly cave of endless

human desires

A man, an alien and a monk decipher the mysteries of desire and its financial implications.

Together, they unravel the hidden psychology behind man’s conquest of money

HEDONIC RACE

Vaishali R. Venkat

ouandlareona

mysterious jour-

ney to a finan-

cial wilderness.
This is not time travel. No
ticking clocks or vanishing
calendars. Neither the past
lingers nor the future un-
folds. Deep within this wil-
derness lies a cave wherein
Master Time has impri-
soned three strangers,
while silently walking be-
side us all along.

Meet the three cave
dwellers. First is Alien Au-
rum, who remains deeply
baffled by man, money
and the strange psycholo-
gy binding them together.
To him, money is merely a
worthless artefact man
endlessly accumulates on
what he considers an unfa-
miliar planet. Another
dweller is Man Midas, who
turns many things into
gold, yet grows increasing-
ly bankrupt in happiness.

At the edge of the cave
stands the third stranger,
Monk Moneywise, a prag-
matist who broke free from
the consumer loop, mas-
tered the math of
“enough,” and who acts as
a torch-bearer for those
still trapped.

Let’s watch the play in-
side the cave. Every time
Midas earns more money,
he upgrades his life. His
bullock cart becomes a
horse cart, leaf-woven
clothes turn into fine cot-
ton, the walls of his cave
glitter with teakwood, and
the  cow-dung-smeared
floors transform into pol-
ished wooden flooring. He
does all this hoping that he

“Humans often confuse
upgrading their lifestyle
with upgrading their
lives, and that's why they
chase wealth constantly”

would be happy forever.
Yet his joy vanishes into
thin air like a bubble.

Deeply puzzled, Alien
Aurum begins tracing the
roots of this behaviour to a
strange human ritual:
spending enormous ener-
gy, and money, impressing
people who are themselves
exhausted by impressing
others. Alien Aurum asks,
“Mr. Moneywise, if hu-
mans become unhappy so
quickly after getting wha-
tever they wished for, why
do they spend their entire
lives wishing for more?”

Wearing a faint smile,
Monk Moneywise says,
“Humans often confuse
upgrading their lifestyle
with upgrading their lives,
and that’s why they chase
wealth constantly. What
once felt luxurious gra-
dually becomes mundane,
and his desire starts chas-
ing again. They are not just
chasing money, Aurum,
but society’s approvals and
appreciations too. The
cruel part: they rarely real-
ise that every lifestyle up-
grade resets the baseline
for approval, pushing the
line of “approval or suc-
cess” even higher. The
more the income, the
more the society raises the
baseline.”

Alien Aurum asks in be-
wilderment, “So humans
keep running faster to feel
more successful, only to

“Humans keep running
harder towards newer
desires and upgrades,
yet emotionally remain
in the same place”

discover that success itself
keeps moving further away
like a mirage?” Monk Mo-
neywise clarifies, “What
you are witnessing, Au-
rum, is what behavioural
psychologists Philip Brick-
man and Donald T. Camp-
bell called the “hedonic
treadmill,” also called he-
donic adaptation. Humans
keep running harder and
harder towards newer de-
sires, yet emotionally re-
main in the same place,
like a treadmill that never
truly moves forward.”

Staring at Midas’ glitter-
ing cave, the monk conti-
nues, “Aurum, bigger
caves demand Dbigger
maintenance costs. Faster
carts demand more feed-
ing for horses, and the tra-
gedy is that lifestyle infla-
tion converts rising income
into rising financial com-
mitments. Instead of bring-
ing comfort, higher in-
come often ends up
bringing only bigger ex-
penses and shrinking fi-
nancial breathing space.
Soon, Midas is no longer
working for financial free-
dom; but he is working
harder just to maintain his
lifestyle he once believed
would set him free.”

Man Midas interrupts
with visible anger. “It’s ea-
sy to judge humans from a
distance. An alien does not
understand planet Earth,
human life or its complexi-

25M. The costly cave of endless human desires

AT Y IHAENT STOI3HT AT Fgalt 6T

ties. And the monk walked
away long ago from the res-
ponsibilities and burdens
of life. Try raising a family
in  metropolitan cities
where people measure
your worth through in-
come, clothes, possessions
and overall richness. We
have no choice but to run.
If we stop, those running
behind us will trample ov-
er us and move ahead. We
are not merely buying
comfort. Some are buying
respect, identity, social ac-
ceptance, and at times,
even survival itself” All of a
sudden, thunder roars
across the wilderness. The
cave falls silent. Somewh-
ere in the darkness, Master
Time has been carefully lis-
tening to all three without
judgement. Time whispers
into the ears of those chas-
ing money: “I have
watched humans for cen-
turies. They mortgage
their future selves heavily,
trading tomorrow’s peace,
health and freedom to dec-
orate their present lives.

Next week, I shall tell
you how humans eventual-
ly become prisoners of the
lifestyle they once dreamt
of.” Monk Moneywise says
softly, “Not all lessons are
learnt through wisdom,
Aurum. The costliest ones
are revealed only by Mas-
ter Time. Let us wait to wit-
ness what Time has to un-
fold” And the voice of
Master Time echoes
through the wilderness,
“Monk Moneywise has
mastered the art of
‘enough’ and so, it no lon-
ger fears the grip of Time.”

(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certified Wealth
Manager and certified in
NISM’s Research Analyst
module)

¢ A man, an alien and a monk decipher the mysteries of desire and its financial implications.
Th He[sT, Ueh Tferget 3R veh fg] go3it 3R 3e1eh faciar yevral o et sl qastd 8|
e Together, they unravel the hidden psychology behind man’s conquest of money.

Y fATe 3 9 6 AT @ & IS 70 AATSAT & 399R i ¢
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You and | are on a mysterious journey to a financial
wilderness.

39 3T H v eI o Serer i I o
This is not time travel.

g THY T 81 8

No ticking clocks or vanishing calendars.

o IS feeh-feeh il ufsar 3R & € g« gl ShelsT|
Neither the past lingers nor the future unfolds.

o 37clel Sear & AR 1 & HfasT gerar 1

Deep within this wilderness lies a cave wherein Master Time has imprisoned three strangers,
while silently walking beside us all along.

$H ST o 3 TGS F Teh [T &, STET ARET TFH o clled ST {91 i She;, Y I@T &, STe1eh

T8 A AR AT TeldT BT & |

Meet the three cave dwellers.

et oot 371 fAanfarat & fAfere |

First is Alien Aurum, who remains deeply baffled by man, money and the strange psychology
binding them together.

Tgll ¢ e JiRH, Sl 7Sy, et 3R et i Siisa arel fafers A=t & dge 3osi=l & &
To him, money is merely a worthless artefact man endlessly accumulates on what he
considers an unfamiliar planet.

3 T a7 harel Teh SR TE] & TN HIST 38 3eToTled TE TR eINAR ST T gl &

Another dweller is Man Midas, who turns many things into gold, yet grows increasingly
bankrupt in happiness.

gEr fovarelt § e fsTa, S &S <fisii ot et 7 SaeT ST 8, oiferet G2t & A 7 FeTaR IS
giaT AT &

At the edge of the cave stands the third stranger, Monk Moneywise, a pragmatist who broke
free from the consumer loop, mastered the math of “enough,” and who acts as a torch-bearer
for those still trapped.

TTHT o feheR cIIERT 3Tetell WeT §, Hish FAeftargst, St Ueh cqagieh safad &, foe= susiierdrare
& 5 W e, F1 HeFd foha, “aiiee” & 10 st wvst for 3R 31 ot o efait & fow At
TATEIT &

Let’s watch the play inside the cave.

3MTST BT & IR Tl I 5 Aeeh I 2|

Every time Midas earns more money, he upgrades his life.

IR ST fAETH 3118 ¢ HATAT §, 98 37961 Siaat el &l Joeid HdT o

His bullock cart becomes a horse cart, leaf-woven clothes turn into fine cotton, the walls of his
cave glitter with teakwood, and the cow-dung-smeared floors transform into polished wooden
flooring.

3T SIS ©NST IMEN & STl 8, Teil | st S ST Gl a1 & Ferel STl &, 3T 6T Y
Eran TraflaT Y TR T THE 9T & 3R M T oY B2l THFER bt & BT H seol ST ¢ |
He does all this hoping that he would be happy forever.

¢ IE TS 50 3FAIG H FAT ¢ [ a8 gHLT G |

Yet his joy vanishes into thin air like a bubble.

T o 3EhT el Jorgel & AT gar H e 81 el &1

Deeply puzzled, Alien Aurum begins tracing the roots of this behaviour to a strange human
ritual: spending enormous energy, and money, impressing people who are themselves
exhausted by impressing others.

gL 3eTsTeT & UsT TR 3R 5T SUGgR Y S181 &l Ueh 37od AT TWORT H WIS oTaT &
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AT Foil 3R T G hleh 3T SlIaTt T T T, ST EG GERT T THITAT -l o
THEl

Alien Aurum asks, “Mr. Moneywise, if humans become unhappy so quickly after getting
whatever they wished for, why do they spend their entire lives wishing for more?”

TOe 3R e &, “TAE AAlaTs s, ATe HeIsT 319=11 gFesd st Ul & i o6 gal &1 St
A3 o Sieel 3R 317 arey < goor # Fat e &7

Wearing a faint smile, Monk Moneywise says, “Humans often confuse upgrading their
lifestyle with upgrading their lives, and that’s why they chase wealth constantly.”

FohT T & WY A AANATSS Fgcl ¢, “FoTST AT a1 ST P SooTdl ot T et
SdeT &l SooAd el oh AT THST oid g, IR ST PRUT I SPMAR YT T TST FA |l 61”7
“What once felt luxurious gradually becomes mundane, and his desire starts chasing again.”
“r e FITAaT oRTaT 4T, 98 YR-UR GAT a7 ST & 3R 36T sToTe R alse aerdt &1
“They are not just chasing money, Aurum, but society’s approvals and appreciations too.”

‘T harel T T e, XA, ST FHTST T FIpid IR TeiaT &1 o droT Y 1 §1”

“The cruel part: they rarely realise that every lifestyle upgrade resets the baseline for
approval, pushing the line of ‘approval or success’ even higher.”

“HEH FR T Tg ¢ Toh 3 ATAS & HHAS U § T 5T SNt el Ieeidet Fellepicl h 3R 3@T hr
o & frefifa # &ar & 3R T far ar awear & ar ik 52 g ardr g1
“The more the income, the more the society raises the baseline.”

“Fa= 3178 3, 39T 31T TATS $r 39U

Alien Aurum asks in bewilderment, “So humans keep running faster to feel more successful,
only to discover that success itself keeps moving further away like a mirage?”

&= 3 oot 3 Tt §, At AT 377 Aol He T Tl 3 foIT ool & glsel Wl &,
AfeheT 9T & o TRl Yer FITISUM T e 31 &I Bl i @ 872"

Monk Moneywise clarifies, “What you are witnessing, Aurum, is what behavioural
psychologists Philip Brickman and Donald T. Campbell called the ‘hedonic treadmill,” also
called hedonic adaptation.”

Hieh FeldTgsl TIC A §, “3RHA, ST JH <G ¢ 8 3§ AR Helldailiareh o frmater 3K
Sares &, Fuaa o ‘Feifeien ¢sfer ar g reqderet FeT §1”

Humans keep.running harder and harder towards newer desires, yet emotionally remain in
the same place, like a treadmill that never truly moves forward.

HTSg 1S STOI3T b1 31X 3R A A &g @d €, T ol nraeiicareh &9 & €l & agl Wl 8, S
SsfAe S aredaa # 39T 76T dgd|

Staring at Midas’ glittering cave, the monk continues, “Aurum, bigger caves demand bigger
maintenance costs.”

fASTE T THehcl [T T ST U e 33 el &, “3HRA, T B3 BT GWaTer b1 @ & s
gl

“Faster carts demand more feeding for horses, and the tragedy is that lifestyle inflation
converts rising income into rising financial commitments.”

“ST IMTSAT & FIT ©ist &t 31T et T1fRT, ﬁ?@ﬁmu‘g%ﬁﬁﬁam‘rﬁraﬁrmaﬁ
3T Y Ied I foFAeRat & s g &1

“Instead of bringing comfort, higher income often ends up bringing only bigger expenses and
shrinking financial breathing space.”

“RTHA & & T 3T 3T JHFE Fad 92 @I 3R & gt fadhg Tgdzararar g1”

“Soon, Midas is no longer working for financial freedom; but he is working harder just to
maintain his lifestyle he once believed would set him free.”

“Stoc & s o Tad=ar & foIv S5 A8 X 16T 8iaT, Sfes ag 39 Siaaelel & 10 3@
& T 37T AgaTd X T 2T & T ag 8l 319 TTSIIET &l ATETH HleTaT AT|”
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Man Midas interrupts with visible anger.

Her ST TUSe I8 & ATy o # el

“It's easy to judge humans from a distance.”

‘G A HTSHT T FHoichal HAT ITHA ¢ 17

“An alien does not understand planet Earth, human life or its complexities.”

“Teh TlergeT q2dl, AleTd Sfidel T 3HhT STECTATHT T At HHST Hehell|”

“And the monk walked away long ago from the responsibilities and burdens of life.”

31 e SET Tge & Shiae A1 FAeTRET AR et & gy =rer aran”

“Try raising a family in metropolitan cities where people measure your worth through income,
clothes, possessions and overall richness.”

FAII &I

“We have no choice but to run.”

“EAR UTH GI5d TgeT & 3TelraT s fashed o1al g1

“If we stop, those running behind us will trample over us and move ahead.”
“Iie; gH Teh 91T, Al gAR IS Glgat dTel g Ferolen< 31T folehel ST |

“We are not merely buying comfort.”

“§H Shd ol ARTH oTel @G 8 ol

“Some are buying respect, identity, social acceptance, and at times, even survival itself.”
SO AT FFATA, TgaTed, FIATSTh TR IR FHaf-hsfy A 39T 31fcica o @lie @ &1

All of a sudden, thunder roars across the wilderness.

37eITeTes I SaTel 7 fsTell aatet @faTelt B

The cave falls silent.

T[T H Heollel BT ST 8

Somewhere in the darkness, Master Time has been carefully listening to all three without
judgement.

30X 7 it AR TR T Rl Frofer 35 et Y ST T § A TET R R

Time whispers into the ears of those chasing money: “| have watched humans for centuries.”
THY Yol T UIST A dTell o Al H GAGAIT &, ‘Ao TfeTT & Heqsat 1 e@r g1’

“They mortgage their future selves heavily, trading tomorrow’s peace, health and freedom to
decorate their present lives.”

‘T 3791 HTST T R FHAT IR IRAT 7@ & § 3R 3791 TAATT St b Folld & feIw 377 ared

ol Fr A, Tareey 3R TadTar 1 Gler F T &1

“Next week, | shall tell you how humans eventually become prisoners of the lifestyle they
once dreamt of.”

“3ITCT FEATE H JFe TATS oh Sy HosF 3HcAcT: I SlTeTRIell & el o1 ST § STt 3egla
HT FYAT ST ATV

Monk Moneywise says softly, “Not all lessons are learnt through wisdom, Aurum.”

Hieh FHeltarset R & g &, “3RHA, Fel Fereh charel T[T A 76T WY STt |”

“The costliest ones are revealed only by Master Time.”

“FH FEI T haol ARECI TSH &Y Tohe HIAT &7

“Let us wait to witness what Time has to unfold.”

“3TST TiTedT Y foh T 3T 9T Yehe FAT 1

And the voice of Master Time echoes through the wilderness, “Monk Moneywise has
mastered the art of ‘enough’ and so, it no longer fears the grip of Time.”

3R R STl 7 AR TEH 1 HTST I[SIcll §, “Hich HAISS o “TATC’ T Fhell H HEN gl
FY ol §, SATAIT 3 30 AT I Gehs T 7T gl g |”
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